Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on a 2020 Perspective for Women in Turkey, adopted by the Commission on 18 July 2012
1.
Rapporteur: Emine BOZKURT (S&D/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0138/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0212

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 22 May 2012

4.
Subject: 2020 Perspective for Women in Turkey

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

In accordance with the Commission's 2010 and 2011 progress reports, the resolution highlights that gender equality, fighting violence against women, including honour killings, and combating early and forced marriages remain major challenges for Turkey. It emphasises that Turkey is making limited progress in improving and implementing the legislative framework so as to ensure equal participation by women in social, economic and political life. In this context the resolution proposes a series of actions to improve the situation in Turkey.

As regards respect for women's rights and gender equality, the resolution fully supports the Commission's view that the Law on the Protection of Family and Prevention of Violence against Women, protecting family members and those in relationships outside marriage from violence, as well as the appointment of a new Minister of Family and Social Policies are welcome steps. It calls on the Turkish government to adopt and implement a zero-tolerance policy towards violence against women, by adopting, supervising and implementing appropriate legislation to protect victims, punish perpetrators and prevent violence. It further calls for greater emphasis on the need to consider regional disparities when addressing women's rights and to formulate policies accordingly, while recognising that the problems and inequalities encountered by women of Kurdish origin are, in general, even bigger.

The resolution underlines the importance of education in empowering women and ensuring gender mainstreaming at all educational levels. It stresses that in order to guarantee the participation of girls in compulsory primary education and to prevent them from being deprived of their chances to study or being forced into early marriages – which the Commission has identified as a source of concern – it is crucial that the entirety of the formal compulsory primary education system should consist of a block which cannot be replaced by open learning or distance education.

Also in line with the Commission, the resolution stresses that there is need for more involvement and participation of women in employment, policy making and politics. In perspective of the EU's 2020 Strategy, it calls on the Commission to make the issue of women’s rights central to the negotiations with Turkey.

Lastly, the resolution stresses the importance of gender budgeting, and calls on the Commission to exercise due diligence with respect to the effectiveness of the spending of EU funding.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The resolution calls on the Commission to make the issue of women's rights central to the negotiations with Turkey, and emphasises that the Positive Agenda, as introduced by the Commission to complement the accession negotiations with Turkey, should be utilised as a leading forum for promoting women's rights and gender equality in Turkey. Indeed, women's rights are an important aspect of the political criteria monitored by the Commission in the framework of the negotiations. Ample attention is given to the question in the Commission's annual Progress Report. In the context of the Working Group on Judiciary and Fundamental Rights under the positive agenda, the Commission emphasised that steps need to be taken to implement the new law on violence against women and to improve the situation on the ground of women in Turkey as regards political representation and access to education and employment.
---------
PAGE  
2

