Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the European Union's Internal Strategy, adopted by the Commission on 18 July 2012
1.
Rapporteur: Rita BORSELLINO (S&D/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0143/2012 / P7_TA(2012)0207
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 22 May 2012

4.
Subject: the European Union's Internal Security Strategy

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament has drawn up its own-initiative report in response to the Commission's Communication
 to the European Parliament and the Council entitled “The Internal Security Strategy in Action: Five steps towards a more secure Europe” of November 2010.

In its resolution, the European Parliament:

· underlined that the Internal Security Strategy is a shared agenda for all, Member States, EU institutions and Agencies, with a clear role and responsibilities;

· noted that the Internal Security Strategy provides for the best platform to respond to the security threats, encompassing both policy setting in the security domain and operational cooperation, now taking shape in the policy cycle on serious and organised crime;

· put forward the idea of the "parliamentary policy cycle" where the European Parliament and the national parliaments would jointly debate the state of play of internal security following the Internal Security Strategy reporting from the Commission.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The role of the Parliament as regards policy guidance and the implementation of results (recommendation no. 8): The Commission welcomes this first contribution of the European Parliament to the development of the Internal Security Strategy. The Commission notably welcomes the idea of the "parliamentary policy cycle" where the European Parliament and the national parliaments would jointly debate the state of play of internal security following the Internal Security Strategy reporting from the Commission. The Commission looks forward to continue working with the Parliament.

Exhaustiveness of the priorities and the enforcement of intellectual property rights (recommendation no. 11): The Commission believes that the Internal Security Strategy is about prioritising efforts and keeping its priorities on the five objectives: 1. fighting and preventing serious and organised crime, 2. terrorism, 3. cybercrime, 4. strengthening the management of our external borders, and 5. building resilience to natural and man-made disasters. At the same time in the yearly reporting on the ISS, the Commission intends to reflect the most up-to-date EU internal security policy developments. The first ISS implementation report adopted by the Commission in November 2011 focused on the security threats, based on the Organised Crime Threat Assessment by Europol.

Prioritising the fight against corruption (recommendation no. 13): The Commission considers the fight against corruption as a top ISS priority (ISS Objective 1). An anti‑corruption package was adopted in June 2011 and an EU anti-corruption monitoring mechanism has been created, with a first two-year report being planned for 2013. Furthermore, the Commission is currently working on the second ISS Implementation report, where special focus will be on fighting corruption and the role it can play in the recovery from the economic and financial crisis.

Administrative measures and regarding specific legislation on the victims of terrorism and radicalisation (recommendations nos 14 and 22): The Commission has been very active in this field. Based on the impact assessment, the Commission is working on the legislative instrument on the freezing of assets to combat terrorism and related activities. Moreover, the Commission focuses on enhanced cooperation between EU Asset Recovery Offices and on an administrative approach under ISS Objective 1.

The European Commission launched, in September 2011, the EU radicalisation-awareness network (RAN). On March 2012, the RAN became operational. The work of the first five working groups (out of eight in total) has already started, on some key topics such as the victims of terrorism.
Enhanced cooperation (recommendation no. 17): The Commission has given special attention to its agencies in order to continue improving in terms of interoperability and efficiency. The Commission is currently working on the reform of Europol, CEPOL and Eurojust and the proposals should be presented by the end of this year. Besides, a recent reform of Frontex has been conducted under ISS Objective 4. It is also important to note that the Commission will present a Communication on the European Training Scheme in November 2012.

Border management (recommendation no. 23): The Commission shares the view of the European Parliament, outlining that management of external borders must both enhance security and facilitate travel. Within the framework of the ISS, the Commission focuses on borders from a security point of view. The Commission is aware of the crucial role of borders in ensuring EU internal security and works on this issue throughout other fora. With these objectives in mind, in 2011, the Commission presented proposals for an improved Schengen evaluation and monitoring system. Also, the Commission is currently working on establishing Eurosur, under ISS Objective 4.

Implementation of the solidarity clause (recommendation no. 28): The work is ongoing and a joint proposal by the Commission and the Vice President/High Representative is planned in due course.
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