Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the June 2012 part-session

ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1300/2008 of 18 December 2008 establishing a multi-annual plan for the stock of herring distributed to the west of Scotland and the fisheries exploiting that stock

1.
Rapporteur: Struan STEVENSON (ECR/UK)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0145/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0253
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 June 2012

4.
Subject: Multi-annual plan for stock of herring in west of Scotland

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2011/0345(COD)

6.
Legal basis: TFEU Article 43.2

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept most of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament in first reading.

As regards amendment 12 on the conditions linked to delegated powers, the Commission can accept the 3-year-long delegation. However, it believes it would be preferable to align the 4-year scientific evaluation cycle of the plan with the reporting cycle on delegated powers and therefore have a 4-year reporting for both.

The Commission cannot accept the limitations imposed on its right of initiative by amendments 10 and 11, since they amount to an obligation to consult specifically the Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF) and the Pelagic Regional Advisory Council (RAC) before adopting delegated acts or proposals for amendments to the plan itself. As regards delegated acts, the Common Understanding between EU Institutions on the framework and rules for empowerment simply foresee recitals in which it is mentioned that it is the duty of the Commission "…to carry out appropriate consultations during its preparatory work, including at expert level…" before using the empowerment; this has been the formulation used in the proposal. As regards Commission proposals in general, the use of advice from STECF and/or RACs is regulated already by Article 4(2) of Regulation 2371/2002 on the conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries resources under the Common Fisheries Policy.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: the Commission does not foresee modifying its proposal.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: the Council has not reached a political agreement so far.

