Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the November 2012 part-session
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1185/2003 on the removal of fins of sharks on board vessels
1.
Rapporteur: Maria do Céu PATRÃO-NEVES (EPP/PT)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0295/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0449
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 22 November 2012

4.
Subject: Amending the regulation banning finning of sharks

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2011/0364(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2) TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

The changes incorporated to the Commission proposal are the following:
1) In the recitals, references to the biological characteristics and conservation status of sharks: These references describe the biology, ecology and conservation status of various shark species according to IUCN, including those most heavily exploited by the surface longline sector. These references are of no substantial consequence to the regulation.

2) In the recitals, references to control and enforcement difficulties: it is stated that serious control and enforcement difficulties are associated with the fin-to-carcass weight ratio system, which is used in 1185/2003 to ensure that no finning has occurred. This is an accurate statement.

3) In the legislative text, it is emphasized that fins shall not be removed from the carcass before landing. Various reporting requirements are added to the annual reports that the Member States must submit to the Commission (date and place of inspections, penalties for infractions and weight and location of landings).

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council will adopt the text in 2013, after the revision carried out by the legal linguist experts.

