SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – CONSULTATION

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Regulation establishing an Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation (INSC)

1.
Rapporteur: Holger KRAHMER (ALDE/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0327/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0470

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 November 2013

4.
Subject: Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2011/0414(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: EURATOM Treaty, Article 203

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

8.
Commission's position:
The Commission welcomes the legislative resolution of the European Parliament which as a whole supports the initial proposal of the Commission and its main objectives. The Commission accepts part of the amendments adopted by the Parliament.
The main amendments of the European Parliament affect the following matters.

On Amendments 1 to 9 - Recitals
Amendments 1, 2 and 3 were rejected. The Commission is of the opinion that these amendments are redundant; the quality of spending and sound financial management are covered in the Common Implementing Regulation (CIR) which is referred to in the INSC.

Amendment 4 was accepted in principle. The proposed changes are covered by the revised Recital 6 and by the revised Annex to the Regulation, (cf. Annex, Article 1(b) on Priorities).

Amendment 5 was partly accepted. The proposed objectives are covered under several provisions, such as the revised Article 1a, specific objectives. The European Parliament will be provided with an annual report on the implementation of the Regulation. The remaining proposed amendments were considered redundant.

Amendment 6 was rejected. The implementation of the "stress tests" is an example of an activity to be funded under the INSC. The "stress tests" are explicitly mentioned in the Annex, Article 1(b) on Priorities. Reference to such activities does not justify a specific text in the Recital.

Amendments 7 and 8 were rejected. The INSC does not intend to support the European Nuclear Industry. The proposed additional language was considered redundant and partially covered by the revised Recital 10b (with respect amendment 7).

Amendment 9 was accepted. The proposal is included in the revised Recital 17.

On Amendment 10 – Article 1

The proposed amendments were partly accepted. Various proposals are detailed under the specific measures (revised Article 1 b). Other proposals were considered redundant.

On Amendment 11 – Article 2, paragraph 3

The proposed amendment was accepted. This point is covered in the revised Article 2.

On Amendment 12 – Article 2, paragraph 5

The proposed amendments were rejected. The thresholds are defined at the level of the Annual Action Program in article 3a. The second point is already covered by the existing Inter-Institutional Agreement.

On Amendments 13 and 14 – Article 3, paragraphs 2 and 3

The proposed amendments were accepted. The proposal was included in the revised Article 3.
On Amendment 15 – Article 3, Paragraph 5

The proposed amendments were rejected. The flexibilities were removed from Article 3. However the Regulation includes similar thresholds to those in the Common Implementing Regulation at the level of the Annual Action Programmes (cf. Article 3a).

On Amendment 16 – Article 4a (new)

The proposed amendment was accepted. This amendment is covered by the revised Article 4a, Report.
On Amendment 17 – Article 5a (new)

The proposed amendment was accepted in principle. This amendment is covered by the revised Article 3b.

On Amendments 33/rev and 19 – Article 8 – paragraphs 1 and 2

The proposed amendment was accepted. These amendments are covered by the revised Article 6.

On Amendment 20 – Annex – Specific supported measures

The proposed amendment was rejected. The specific measures were moved into the main body of the Regulation (new article 1b). The proposed amendments were considered too detailed; the proposed actions will be further detailed at the level of the Annual Action Programmes.

On Amendment 21- Annex – Criteria – 1 General criteria

The proposed amendment was rejected. During the implementation of the Regulation, the Commission will take the content of the Council Regulation 1934/2006 of 21 December 2006 into account. The other proposed amendments were considered redundant.

On Amendment 22 – Annex - Criteria – 2 Countries with installed generating capacity – paragraph 1

The proposed amendment was partially accepted. Regional cooperation is included in the revised Annex to the Regulation under general criteria; peer reviews are also mentioned.

On Amendment 23 – Annex – Criteria – 3 Countries without installed generating capacity –paragraph 2

The proposed amendment was rejected. The amendment was considered redundant.
On Amendment 24 – Annex- Priorities –paragraph 1

The proposed amendment was rejected. The amendment was considered redundant.
On Amendment 25 – Annex- Priorities –paragraph 2

The proposed amendment was partly accepted. The licensing activities are mentioned in the revised article 1 (b) Priorities.
On Amendment 26 – Annex- Priorities –paragraph 3

The proposed amendment was rejected. The amendment was considered redundant. Cooperation with operators will be considered only in special and well justified circumstances.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The process is already concluded. The Regulation has been adopted by the Council after consultation of Parliament.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: On 13 December 2013, the Regulation was adopted by the Council.

