Follow up to the European Parliamenat resolution on the Forthcoming World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-2012) of the International Telecommunications Union, adopted by the Commission on 20 February 2013
1. Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(2) and (4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA

2. EP reference number: B7-0498/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0451

3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 22 November 2012

4. Subject: Forthcoming World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) of the International Telecommunications Union

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution on WCIT sets out the European Parliament's position before the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) of the International Telecommunication Union held in Dubai on 3-14 December 2012. In general, the Commission supports the resolution as adopted by the European Parliament. The resolution calls on the Commission to tackle the following points:

· "Calls on the Council and the Commission to ensure that any changes to the International Telecommunication Regulations are compatible with the EU acquis and further the Union's objective of, and interest in, advancing the internet as a truly public place, where human rights and fundamental freedoms, particularly freedom of expression and assembly, are respected and the observance of free market principles, net neutrality and entrepreneurship are ensured"; (paragraph 1)

· "Calls on the Commission to coordinate the negotiation of the revision of the ITRs on behalf of the European Union, on the basis of inclusively gathered input from multiple stakeholders, through a strategy that primarily aims at ensuring and preserving the openness of the internet, and at protecting the rights and freedoms of internet users online"; (paragraph 9)

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
With regard to Paragraph 1 of the European Parliament's resolution, due to the last minute inclusion of a provision in the International Telecommunications Regulations (ITRs) on the right of Member States to telecommunications, there was no possibility to get a consensus on a new Treaty. Various countries, including some Member States, immediately took the floor to say that they could not sign this Treaty. The Commission called for an EU coordination meeting with Member States and our representatives, and the Commission presented the following EU position which implemented the Council Decision adopted on 29 November 2012:

· The EU could not agree to the proposed ITRs, as it exceeds the mandate given by the Council of Ministers.

· The proposed ITRs include issues on Internet Governance, security and unsolicited bulk telecommunications, as well as resolutions that restrict the discretion of EU regulators.

This position, unanimously accepted by Member States, was defended by the Commission and Member States. The Commission took the floor (in the closing meeting) from behind the Cyprus and the European Union name plates during the Conference.

With regard to paragraph 9, the European Union having an observer status in the ITU, the Council decided that the negotiation would be carried out by the Member States acting jointly. In an annex setting out the organisation of practical coordination arrangements at the WCIT Conference, the Presidency organised and chaired, in cooperation with the Commission, coordination meetings of the Member States and of the Union in order to agree on the positions to take and to express during the conference.

In order to allow the Commission to be able to intervene at the WCIT in a timely manner when necessary and where appropriate, the Presidency accommodated the representatives from the Commission in the delegation of Cyprus.

Moreover, at the beginning of the Conference the Commission requested, on behalf of the EU, the status of observer in an advisory capacity. This was unanimously accepted by the Members of the ITU in the Conference.
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