Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the January 2013 part-session
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1098/2007 of 18 September 2007 establishing a multi-annual plan for the cod stocks in the Baltic Sea and the fisheries exploiting those stocks
1.
Rapporteur: Jarosław Leszek WALĘSA (EPP/PL)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0395/2012 / P7_TA(2013)0014
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 January 2013
4.
Subject: Alignment of the regulation in force with the Treaty
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2012/0077(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.
The Commission can, in principle or partly accept amendments 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9.
In particular, amendment 5 adjusting of the target mortality rate in the Western Baltic from F 0.6 to F 0.25, amendment 5 can be accepted as the proposed mortality rate corresponds to the ICES Fmsy level and allows reaching the Fmsy level by 2015.
Amendment 9 allowing vessels under 12m to fish during the closed periods in the 10 mile zone (Amendment 9) can in principle be accepted in case there is satisfactory evidence that spawning takes place outside the area to which the derogation would apply
The Commission cannot however accept amendments 3, 7, 10-17.
In particular, amendment 11 has removed from the proposal the delegation of powers to the Commission to amend the fishing mortality rates by delegated acts. The competence to amend it would remain with the co-legislators. As this could make the plan less flexible in responding to changes in scientific data, the Commission may only accept this amendment if it is instrumental to resolve the inter-institutional deadlock over management plans.
Amendment 7 introduced delegated powers for the Commission to decide on annual allocations of the fishing effort. As according to Article 43(3) TFEU, it is the competence of the Council to decide on the allocation fishing opportunities, this amendment cannot be supported.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council is not expected to accept all the amendments of the European Parliament.
Council has a general opposition on a point of principle, claiming that several measures foreseen in the regulation qualify as "fixation of fishing opportunities" and thus fall within the exclusive competence of the Council under Article 43.3 TFEU.
