Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Agreement establishing an Association between the European Union and its Member States, on the one hand, and Central America, on the other, adopted by the Commission on 27 March 2013
1.
Rapporteur: José Ignacio SALAFRANCA SÁNCHEZ-NEYRA (EPP/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0360/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0478

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 December 2012

4.
Subject: EU-Central America Association Agreement

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Parliament adopted this resolution together with its vote of consent on the EU-Central America Association Agreement. It contains a number of recommendations concerning the Association Agreement and its implementation, in its three main pillars: political dialogue, cooperation and trade.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission considers the EU-Central American Association Agreement to be of the utmost importance, and has on every relevant occasion stressed the need to facilitate its processing, conclusion, and ratification.

The Commission views the Association Agreement as the result of a fruitful bi-regional relationship, spanning from the San José Dialogue of 1984 to the present day. The Association Agreement represents a milestone in EU-Central American relations. It strengthens interregional ties, giving EU-Central America relations a relatively wide and deep scope of dialogue and cooperation.

The Commission finds it important to highlight the comprehensive character of the Association Agreement. The Agreement includes three pillars: political dialogue, cooperation, and free trade. It also embodies a core set of shared values, principles, and objectives, such as democracy, human rights, sustainable development, and the promotion of regional integration in Central America.

The Commission notes that the Association Agreement opens up possibilities for dialogue and cooperation in key areas of mutual interest, including the fight against organised crime and drug-trafficking, doing so in line with the Regional Security Strategy adopted by Central America. The Commission looks forward to working further with the region on security issues, building on on-going efforts of coordination and support at the national and regional levels, like the Groups of Friends of Central America.

The Commission views social cohesion and sustainable development as key elements in consolidating economic growth, social stability and democratic engagement. The Association Agreement will contribute towards achieving these goals. It includes in this sense a key set of provisions on labour and environmental standards, containing a general obligation on international labour and environmental norms.

The Commission agrees that specific mechanisms should guarantee respect for and compliance with the human rights clause contained in the Association Agreement, but nonetheless thinks that the submission of an annual report to the European Parliament monitoring agreement aspects relating to democratic principles and human rights would lead to a duplication of efforts. The European Union, namely the European External Action Service, already monitors the human rights situation in Central America, through such diverse instruments as dialogues with governments and civil society. It also prepares an annual report on human rights to the European Parliament, within which a particular section is dedicated to the region.

The Commission recognizes the parliamentary dimension of the Association Agreement, as reflected by the establishment of a Parliamentary Association Committee, including its right to be kept informed of Association Council decisions, as well as to make recommendations and gather information on how the Agreement is being implemented by this same body.

The Commission values and encourages the participation of civil society in the European Union and Central America, through both the establishment of a Civil Society Joint Consultative Committee and the promotion of meetings with civil society representatives to inform them about the implementation of the Agreement and also gather suggestions in this respect.

The Commission considers the Association Agreement as the appropriate tool to support the strengthening of EU-Central America trade relations by establishing a stable and predictable business environment, favourable amongst other to foreign direct investments. In view of the provisional application of the Association Agreement, the Commission and its Central America partners carry out promotion activities in the two regions to raise the awareness of stakeholders and in particular SMEs.

The Commission and its Central American partners will take into account this new environment to determine the cooperation priorities for the next programming period. When formulating and managing the cooperation programmes, particular attention will be paid to develop in Central America the necessary means and infrastructures to seize the new opportunities offered by the Association Agreement.
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