Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2012 progress report on Albania, adopted by the Commission on 27 March 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0533/2012 / P7_TA(2012)0508

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 13 December 2012
4.
Subject: the 2012 progress report on Albania

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution reiterates the European Parliament`s full support for Albania’s future accession to the European Union, shares the Commission's assessment that the country should be granted candidate status provided the conditions are met, and calls on the Council to grant Albania EU candidate status without further delays, subject to completion of these conditions.

The resolution also commends the determined efforts by the government and opposition to cooperate on reforms, and recognizes the significance of the November 2011 political agreement; invites both the ruling majority and the opposition to sustain cross-party cooperation and constructive political dialogue and contribute to the successful adoption and consistent implementation of the key reforms needed for the opening of formal accession negotiations; calls for a genuine commitment by all political parties to improve the political climate in the country; calls on political forces in Albania not to steer the country away from the EU path during the 2013 electoral campaign.

The resolution underlines the importance of free and fair elections; calls on all political forces to conduct the 2013 electoral campaign and parliamentary elections in a free and fair manner; strongly believes that the elections will be an important test for further progress in the accession process; recalls that democratic consolidation presupposes a free and fair electoral process whose results are viewed as legitimate by all relevant political parties; welcomes political consensus on amendments to the electoral legislative framework addressing OSCE/ODIHR recommendations.

The resolution also calls for further efforts as regards adopting pending reforms of Parliament's rules of procedure; judicial reform; strengthening the rule of law, including the fight against corruption and organised crime; strengthening the protection of human rights; anti-trafficking law enforcement; and the implementation of anti-discrimination policies, as well as ensuring strong respect for media freedom and freedom of expression.

The European Parliament emphasises the importance of clarifying property rights and fully implementing the national strategy and action plan for those rights, calling on the Commission to provide support for their implementation.

It finally urges for further progress on boosting employment, adopting and implementing structural socio-economic reforms, and combating discrimination against minority groups and women. The Commission is asked to take into account the importance of the social sector reforms and their implementation and reflect this in drafting the strategy for Albania and programming EU funding for the 2014-2020 period.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

a. As regards meeting the conditions for the granting of candidate country status: The Commission will report to the Council as soon as the necessary progress has been achieved. In its report, the Commission will also take into account the further action taken by Albania to fight corruption and organised crime, including by pro-active investigations and prosecutions of such cases.

b. On continuing reforms: The Commission takes note of the Parliament's emphasis on key reforms, notably strengthening the oversight role of the National Assembly, pursuing reforms in the judiciary and public administration, paying particular attention to rule of law issues, including fight against corruption and organised crime, police and judicial cooperation, and measures to combat trafficking of human beings. Other issues include strengthening media freedom, ensuring the rights of minorities, rights of LGBT, gender issues and fight against domestic violence, treatment of detainees; fostering the right to education and labour rights; and finally preserving good neighbourly relations with the region. The Commission is closely monitoring all these areas, and provides technical assistance, in particular in view of the fulfilment of the key priorities of the Commission Opinion.

c. On the importance of free and fair elections: The conduct of elections is part of the key priorities set out in view of opening of accession negotiations and is emphasised in the December 2012 Council Conclusions on Albania. Close monitoring of preparations for the parliamentary elections of 23 June 2013 in coordination with other actors (e.g. OSCE-ODIHR and the Council of Europe), as well as with EU Member States and the EEAS is a priority for the Commission. Concrete initiatives are being deployed in this respect.

d. With regard to the property rights strategy and action plan, where the Commission is specifically asked to "provide support for the implementation of the [property rights] strategy and action plan": The Commission is currently discussing with the Albanian authorities the provision of appropriate technical assistance under IPA 2013 for supporting the implementation of the property rights strategy.

e. As for the importance of the social sector reforms in the context of future financial and technical assistance, where the Commission is asked to "take this into account in connection with the drafting of the strategy for Albania for the 2014-2020 period"; the Commission is currently analysing all the sectors, including the social sector with a view of proposing socio-economic assistance and strategic interventions in a number of areas (social development, human resources development, environment, private sector development, etc.). These interventions will be outlined in the Country Strategy Paper for IPA II.
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