
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing, adopted by the Commission on 8 May 2013
1.
Rapporteur: Kartika Tamara LIOTARD (GUE/NGL/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0029/2013 / P7_TA(2013)0046

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 February 2013

4.
Subject: European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing (the EIP on AHA)

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution refers to the 2012 Commission Communication on "Taking forward the Strategic Implementation Plan of the European Innovation Partnership (EIP) on Active and Healthy Ageing"
 adopted in 2012.

The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's resolution, which supports the EIP on Active and Healthy Ageing reflecting the Commission's activities and work to tackle the demographic challenge of ageing. The Commission is already strongly engaged in the areas specifically addressed in the document – healthy and active ageing, health and care personnel, gender and generational dimension and ageing, employment and pensions, and social and health inequalities.

Overall, the requests for the Commission are in line with on-going activities and with commitments of the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing. Nonetheless, the resolution goes beyond the scope of the EIP (focused on ageing issues in terms of health, social and home care and innovation) encouraging the Commission to be more active in terms of ageing in areas such as employment and labour market, pensions, solidarity between generations, gender dimension, health staff shortage, health in all policies, or risk factors, healthy diets and physical activities. These are being undertaken by the Commission in the framework of other policies and activities, e.g. the 2012 European Year on Active Ageing and Solidarity Between Generations, the White Paper on adequate, safe and sustainable pensions, the Commission communication "Towards a job-rich recovery".

Detailed replies to the specific requests are as follows.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
22. Calls on the Commission to develop indicators that can provide data on chronic diseases and ageing which are comparable, comprehensive and easy to access, in order to develop more effective strategies and to enable best practices to be shared at both the EU and the national level; Under the EIP, the Commission together with the Joint Research Centre is developing a monitoring and evaluation framework based on outcome indicators to measure the progress towards achieving the EIP objectives and targets. The indicators will include data and evidence regarding risk factors and health conditions that are most prevalent at older cohorts (chronic conditions, multi-morbidity, cognitive impairment, frailty, etc.) as well as resource consumption (hospital, home, and social care). The Commission already provides a wide set of comparable health and health-related indicators at European level that can be accessible through an interactive tool called Heidi. They deliver information on health status, determinants of health, health services and health promotion, in many cases categorised by age (including those over 65 or over 80) and by gender. In addition, the Commission has developed an Active Ageing Index (AAI) tool to determine the untapped potential of the active ageing by measuring the performance in four domains: employment of older workers; social activity and participation of older people; independent and autonomous living of older persons; and an environment that enables active ageing. Also the 2013 work plan of the second health programme allocates funding for Eurostat action to improve accessibility, timeliness and comparability of health data/indicators that should support work on health systems, active and healthy ageing, eHealth and health information, taking account of the increasing needs of ageing EU populations. As for good practice sharing and exchange, the Commission in the framework of the EIP puts forward the concept of Reference Sites that are regions, care organisations and hospitals that have already implemented innovative holistic approaches to care delivery responding to the needs of older people. The Reference Sites seek to promote and disseminate these successful models of excellences (good practices) in other regions across Europe. The EIP also triggered the Commission to design and put forward a Marketplace for innovative ideas, which is an online platform for stakeholders active and interested in active and healthy ageing to find partners, exchange and share ideas, projects and best practices, and network.

34. (…) calls on the Commission and the competent authorities in Member States to take action in order to encourage people of all ages to increase their physical exercise as a means to improve their individual health translated into increased number of years spent in good health, as well as in considerable benefits for the society in the form of overall public health and financial outcomes; In the framework of the Strategy for Europe on Nutrition, Overweight and Obesity related health issues (COM(2007) 279), the Commission, together with Member States, has been putting forward different initiatives to encourage physical activity set as one of the Strategy's priority areas. An evaluation report on the implementation of the Strategy will be published this spring. It will assess progress and effectiveness of the instruments being used to achieve set targets and goals. Several pilot projects aiming at promoting healthy diets along the life cycle and at increasing fruits and vegetables consumption are currently being implemented. In addition, the 2013 work plan of the Health Programme includes a call for tenders, seeking to support Member States’ efforts and coordinate education pilot events/initiatives targeting all age groups in boosting healthy diets and physical activity, and thereby help improve the health of EU citizens.

Furthermore, in its White Paper on Sport
, the Commission committed to developing new EU Physical Activity Guidelines (EU PA GL) together with the Member States. EU Sport Ministers, meeting informally in 2008, endorsed these Guidelines that provide for a cross-sectoral approach aimed at encouraging people to be more physically active in their daily lives. On the financial side, the Commission supported transnational cooperation projects concerning the promotion of health-enhancing physical activity in the EU (9) and the promotion of physical activity supporting active ageing (4) within the 2009 Preparatory Actions in the field of sport and the 2012 Preparatory Action "European Partnership on Sports". The Commission will also give high priority to this field within the proposed Sport Chapter as part of Erasmus for All, the new EU programme for education, training, youth and sport 2014-2020. Moreover, a possible implementation of a European Week of sport (following the EP's proposal and as included in the Council conclusions on promoting health-enhancing physical activity) will further enhance the promotion and visibility of the sport sector, in particular the importance of physical activity.
37. Calls on the Commission to give priority to factors that may influence how people in Europe age, such as the high rates of alcohol and tobacco consumption; One of the Commission's priorities in the area of public health is to address the health determinants and key risk factors to promote and improve physical and mental health of EU citizens, including focus on addiction-related determinants such as tobacco and alcohol. The EU Alcohol Strategy from 2006 seeks to support Member States' efforts to inform, educate and raise awareness on the impact of harmful and hazardous alcohol consumption. The preliminary results of the independent evaluation of the EU strategy show that its priority themes for action remain relevant across the EU and that action at EU level provides added value to Member States and stakeholders. Thus, the Commission intends to continue supporting Member States in reducing alcohol related harm by effective use of a range of instruments. The Commission has also taken action to enhance awareness of the harmful effects of smoking and discourage people from taking up smoking by proposing to revise the Tobacco Products Directive on 19 December 2012. The focus is on making health warnings larger and more prominent, with pictures allowing smokers to make informed decisions and packaging to be free of any promotional and misleading elements to make tobacco products less appealing. In addition, as part of its awareness-raising campaign "Ex-smokers are unstoppable" launched in 2011, the Commission focuses on the positive benefits of becoming an ‘ex-smoker’, thus motivating women and men across Europe to quit smoking.
53. Calls on the Commission to promote accessible and affordable physical surroundings and the adaptation of elderly people’s homes with a view to facilitating their independence; stresses that home conversion is the best means of preventing domestic accidents which can cause serious disability, result in heavy costs to public services and families and make it harder to ensure active ageing in good health; The EIP on AHA addresses all these challenges and issues by mobilising coalitions and partnerships of relevant and committed stakeholders to carry out activities developing and implementing innovative solutions on age-friendly and accessible environments, cities and buildings, as well as operational programmes for early diagnosis and prevention of falls. There are 2 dedicated Action Groups – on prevention of falls and on age-friendly environments – that are driven and managed by stakeholders committed to implementing a number of relevant actions, as identified in the Action Plans, within the framework of 2013-2015.

59. Calls on the Commission to review available solutions and good practices relating to a new approach to active ageing and to the creation of a comprehensive and compatible active ageing system in all Member States; One of the key objectives of the EIP on AHA and within its specific actions is to identify, promote and disseminate good practices on active and healthy ageing at EU, Member States and local/regional level. The EIP has just kicked off its six action plans that use good practice stocktaking, exchange and dissemination. The European Year on Active Ageing 2012 brought about numerous initiatives and projects to promote active ageing, independent living and solidarity among generations, involving a wide range of stakeholders, including active participation of Member States. Among others, the Year identified more than 20 European initiatives and good practices making a significant contribution to active ageing, which were awarded in several categories.

63. Calls on the Commission to submit proposals for combating discrimination against older people in access to the labour market, in the workplace and in the performance of work, with a view to achieving a consistently generation-friendly world of work; The Commission has already put a number of initiatives and tools to fight against the discrimination of older people in the labour market and at workplace. The European Disability Strategy 2010-2020, built on the United Nations' Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, seeks to empower people with disabilities to enjoy their full rights, and to remove everyday barriers in life, aiming to raise significantly the share of persons with disabilities working in the open labour market. The Commission also supports the Academic Network of European Disability experts, which provides the Commission with analysis of national situations, policies and data, and also manages the Online Tool that provides an overview of the key instruments in the Member States and the EU needed for the implementation of the United Nations Convention. The creation of the Tool is foreseen in the List of Actions (2010-2015) accompanying the European Disability Strategy.

In addition, there is already an anti-discrimination acquis supporting active ageing. In 2000, the EU adopted Council Directive 2000/78/EC which lays down a general framework for combating discrimination on the grounds of religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation as regards employment and occupation. It requires Member States to make illegal the unequal treatment of people, including on the grounds of age and disability, in the areas of employment, occupation or self-employed activities, including recruitment conditions, promotion, vocational training, working conditions and membership of organisations. The Directive also requires Member States to put in place national legislation that prohibits direct and indirect discrimination and also harassment and victimisation on the basis of age. Differences in treatment on grounds of age are only allowed where they are objectively justified by a legitimate labour market aim and if the means of achieving that aim are appropriate and necessary. All Member States have transposed this non-discrimination principle into their national law.

The European Court of Justice has also stated that the principle of non-discrimination on ground of age is a general principle of EU law in that it constitutes a specific application of the general principle of equal treatment. For those reasons, the Commission has no intention to submit a specific proposal to combat discrimination on the ground of age in the area of employment.

67. (…) calls on the Commission to develop a methodology through which the current and future needs of older people can be evaluated, and to further involve end users in its policies and funding programmes; recalls that features adapted to older people's needs are proven to be generally to the advantage of all generations; The Commission does not have any specific methodology in place. However, it has been using different tools to explore, identify and assess older people's needs. For example, within the EIP on AHA, the older people's needs for social and health care services and products have been assessed during the public consultation exercise, through calls for commitment for the EIP specific actions - all involving older people (patients, consumers) either individually or on behalf of patients and older people's organisations. The voice of the older people has been reflected in the EIP Action Plans that were produced by EIP stakeholders including patients and older people's organisations.

70. (…) calls on the Commission to adopt an ambitious European Accessibility Act (EAA) to improve the market of accessible goods and services; The Commission is currently working on the EAA: improving accessibility of goods and services in the internal market as foreseen and described in the Commission Work Programme for 2013. Its adoption is anticipated for summer 2013.

77. (…) points out that ICT and machines could play a key role by easing physical tasks for our ageing workforce; calls on the Commission and the Member States to promote such technologies where adequate; The EIP on AHA puts forward, among others, activities seeking to enhance deployment of interoperable independent living solutions that 'fit for purpose' of older people supporting them at home, at the workplace and in their local communities so that those people can lead healthy, active and independent lives. Empowerment of users/older people and their involvement in design and production of ICT products and services as well as awareness of and confidence in ICT are critical and reinforced by the EIP with the concept of co-creation and co-production (older people in the centre and co-producers of their health and well-being). While within the EIP specific action on age friendly environments, the involved stakeholders committed to setting up mechanisms/platforms to engage the voice and participation of older people in planning and implementation – such as older peoples’ fora – and bringing forward a recognition system to acknowledge the contributions of older people and to encourage change and improvement in service provision.

79. Welcomes the current initiatives in the field of standardisation, such as the mandates on "Design for All", accessibility of ICT and of the built environment; notes the commitment of the Commission to launch similar initiatives for European standards on eHealth and independent living; calls the Commission and Standardisation bodies to further involve users in these initiatives in order to adequately address their needs; The whole idea and concept of the EIPs is to bring together different stakeholders across the innovation chain (from research to market), and certainly involve the final users in the design, development and deployment of innovative solutions, so that the needs of the final users (older peoples as patients or/and consumers) match the supply of products and services designed for ageing society.
----------
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