
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 57th session on UN CSW: Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls, adopted by the Commission on 8 May 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0049/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0045

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 February 2013
4.
Subject: Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Point 2:
The Parliament underlines the importance of a positive outcome at the 57th session of the UN CSW, including the adoption of a set of forward-looking agreed conclusions that will contribute in a significant way to ending violence against women and girls, including women with disabilities, indigenous women, migrant women, adolescent girls and women with HIV/AIDS, thus making a difference worldwide;

Point 3:

The Parliament considers that among the key priorities for addressing violence against women and girls should be the elimination of discriminatory socio-cultural attitudes that reinforce women's subordinate place in society and result in the toleration of violence against women and girls in both private and public spheres, in the home and in workplaces and educational institutions; in this context, hopes there will be accelerated progress in the development of international legal norms, standards and policies that will improve services and protection for victims, raise awareness in order to change behaviour and attitudes, and, above all, ensure sufficient and consistent implementation in all parts of the world;

Point 4:

The Parliament reiterates its call on the Commission to propose an EU strategy against violence against women, including a directive laying down minimum standards; in this context, also calls on both the EU and the individual Member States to sign and ratify the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence;

Point 5:

The Parliament calls on the Commission and the Member States to review the policies, programmes and resources available for confronting violence within and outside the EU, and to strengthen their strategy with upgraded instruments and ambitious goals;

Point 6:

The Parliament calls on the EU and its Member States to increase their resource allocation for ending violence against women and girls, including at local, national, European, and global levels, and to provide support to actors who are working to end violence against women and gender-based violence, in particular to NGOs active in this field;

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Points 2 and 3:
The work of the UN CSW is important for the EU: The EU reviews twice a year the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action. In 2012, ahead of the 57th session of the CSW, the area of Violence against Women was monitored with a focus on support services. A monitoring report covering the 27 EU Member States and Croatia was produced by the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE). Based on its findings, Council Conclusions were adopted in December 2012.

The Commission services and the EEAS prepared a comprehensive EU position paper agreed by the EU Member States, which will guide the EU in the negotiations and outreach activities, in order to achieve a positive, strong and forward looking outcome of the 57th CSW session and defending the gender equality "acquis" from any weakening attempt.

The EEAS and the Commission services have also multiplied their contacts with the UN, in particular with UN-Women, and started outreach activities in order to strengthen cooperation for the success of the forthcoming session.

Three side-events focusing on the regional approaches to eliminating violence against women and girls, trafficking in women, and EU activities in the area of women, peace and security were organised in the margin of the CSW session.

Point 4:
The Commission has proved – through a range of key initiatives (its Women's Charter, its Strategy for equality between women and men, its victims' package, its work on the European Protection Order and its firm stance on the FGM) – its full commitment to take action to protect women against all forms of violence within the limits of its competences (see Declaration n.19 of the Treaty – on Article 8 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union).

Improving knowledge and data collection, adoption of legislative action when the EU is allowed to act, exchange of good practices, empowerment of women, awareness raising and funding will remain among the key priorities of the Commission.

The EU has now adopted very effective measures in the field of criminal and civil justice. For instance, the Directive 2012/29/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the rights of victims of crime establishing minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime, and replacing Council Framework Decision 2001/220/JHA, includes the right to respect and recognition, the right to provide and receive information, and the right to protection. It also aims to ensure that the needs of victims are individually assessed and that the most vulnerable including victims of all forms of gender-based violence receive treatment appropriate to their requirements. The Victim's Package also includes a proposal for a Regulation on mutual recognition of protection measures in civil matters (see COM(2011) 276, which complements the European Protection Order (which applies in criminal matters)) adopted in December 2011. A political agreement has been reached on this proposal between the European Parliament and the Council and adoption is expected at the Justice and Home Affairs Council in June 2013. These two instruments will ensure that protection measures issued in one Member State can be recognised in another, following a speedy and efficient procedure, to avoid that the victims lose their protection if they move or travel. All those women suffering from various forms of violent and sexual crime can benefit from these measures.

Member States are now required to timely and effectively implement these legal measures.

A possible EU accession to the Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence opened for signature to the members on 11 May 2011 requires a thorough analysis of all its implications.

Point 5:
In 2013, the European Commission will conduct and support a series of activities at European and national levels to support the fight against female genital mutilation and to uphold the rights of women victims of violence. A High-Level Round Table on female genital mutilation was held on 6 March and an on-going public consultation will assist the Commission in putting in place further EU actions on female genital mutilation, covering both internal and external dimensions.

Point 6:
The Daphne III Programme provides financial support up to the end of 2013 to non-governmental organisations and local authorities for the implementation of transnational projects to combat violence against women, children and young people.

On 15 November 2011, the Commission adopted proposals to establish the Fundamental Rights and Citizenship Programme and the Justice Programme which includes funding of activities for combating violence against women.

The Commission is committed to continue with the support of projects at grass-root level to combat violence against women and to ensure that what is currently done by the DAPHNE programme will continue with the future Rights Equality and Citizenship Program currently under negotiation.

The European Union supports approximately 200 projects and programmes worldwide on fostering women's rights. Over the last decade the European Union has supported civil society organisations and partner governments through the funding of 100 projects directly targeting violence against women and girls for a total of 80 million EUR.
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