Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at its April 2013 part-session
PROCEDURE LEGISLATIVE SPECIALE - CONSULTATION
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC on the common system of value added tax as regards the treatment of vouchers
1.
Rapporteur: Ildikó GÁLL-PELEZ (EPP/HU)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0058/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0175
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 April 2013
4.
Subject: VAT treatment of vouchers
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2012/0102(CNS)
6.
Legal basis: Article 113 TFUE
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)
8.
Commission’s position:
The Commission can accept in principle amendments 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10 and 11 and will defend their spirit during the negotiations in Council.
The Commission can accept partially amendments 13 and 14 in so far as they concern the replacement of "shall mean" by "means". The other elements of the amendments are not necessary, risk creating confusion, and should therefore not be accepted, although the Commission agrees with the spirit of the amendments.
The Commission cannot accept amendments 5, 6, 8, 12, 15, 16 and 17. They are either not necessary and risk creating confusion or represent an undesirable or unnecessary shift away from the Commission's position at an active stage in the negotiations, or would impose disproportionate burdens which may not be easily realised in the timescale mentioned (Amendment 17).
Amendments 5 and 6: The term "nominal value" in this context is a specific computational concept to be used only in the computational methodology proposed for arriving at the taxable amount for specific operations in the distribution chain for vouchers. At this point in the discussions in the Council, an alternative formulation not using the particular concept of "nominal value" is likely to lead to consensus and, as this would give an equivalent outcome, meeting the proposal's objective, the Commission would find this alternative a good pragmatic outcome. Reinforcing the reference to "nominal value" by accepting this amendment would create confusion at this stage in the Council discussions, which would not be conducive to reaching consensus on the proposal as a whole.
Amendments 8, 12 and 15: these amendments are not necessary and risk creating confusion.
Amendment 16: Although the changes proposed may not have any significant consequences, the current negotiations in the Council are on the basis of the Commission's original formulation. The change proposed is not necessary and risks creating confusion.
Amendment 17: Imposes disproportionate burdens which may not be easily realised in the timescale mentioned.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will not introduce a modified proposal. It will defend the spirit of the European Parliament amendments that are acceptable during the negotiations in Council.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The current presidency has prioritised this proposal and it is now under active negotiation in the Council. There is broad consensus on the need for these measures and, so far, no significant obstacles have emerged. If this momentum is maintained, it would be realistic to expect agreement by the end of the current year.
