
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on match-fixing and corruption in sport, adopted by the Commission on 26 June 2013
1.
Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 110(2) and (4) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA and ERC

2.
EP reference number: B7-0130/2013 / P7_TA(2013)0098
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 March 2013

4.
Subject: match-fixing and corruption in sport

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution calls for the main stakeholders (Commission, Member States and sports organisations) to develop a coordinated and comprehensive approach to prevent and combat match-fixing in sport. It calls in particular for the adoption of codes of conduct and appropriate sanctions, educational measures, the creation of specialised law enforcement units, reinforcement of international cooperation, notably with third countries, as well as for the exchange of information about illegal and suspicious betting activities. The resolution takes note of and welcomes initiatives taken by the Commission in this field, notably the publication of a study on "Match-fixing in sport"; the support for projects dealing with prevention of match-fixing incidents through the preparatory action "European Partnership on Sport"; the publication of a bi-annual Anti-Corruption report, accompanied by country analyses; and the foreseen adoption in 2014 of a Recommendation on best practices in the prevention and combatting of betting-related match-fixing. The resolution also welcomes action taken at international level to tackle match-fixing in sport, notably the discussions on a possible Convention of the Council of Europe on the manipulation of sports results and the inclusion of the topic of the integrity of sport in the agenda of the fifth international conference of ministers and senior officials responsible for physical education and sport (MINEPS).

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Regarding the request for the Commission to coordinate the efforts of the main stakeholders (paragraph 2), the Commission acts as secretariat of the sport Expert Group 'Good Governance', a group composed by representatives of Member States with the participation of all the relevant stakeholders: sports organisations, betting operators, gambling regulators, law enforcement agencies. In June 2012, the group addressed recommendations on combatting match-fixing to the Council, and it may be convened again for further work on the issue.

As for the request for the Commission to encourage Member States to include match-fixing in their criminal laws (paragraph 8), the results of the study finalised in March 2012 and mentioned in the resolution indicate that this is already the case. Possible loopholes in national legislations may be addressed by setting minimum standards for criminal provisions applicable to match-fixing cases: this is one of the objectives of the possible future Convention of the Council of Europe against manipulation of sports competitions.

Concerning the request to prohibit betting on competitions involving minors (paragraph 11), this point is also being discussed in the framework of the negotiations for the future Council of Europe Convention.

The call for the Commission to facilitate the exchange of information between regulatory bodies (paragraph 15) will be dealt with by the group of experts on gambling services which was set up by the Commission in 2012. This topic will also be discussed as part of the negotiations for the future Council of Europe Convention.

In relation to requests for the Commission (and Member States) to identify third countries that raise specific issues in terms of betting-related match-fixing, and to ensure cooperation with third countries in the field of law enforcement, the possible future Council of Europe Convention will represent an appropriate platform for this type of cooperation since it will be open to signature and ratification by non-European countries. In the meantime the Commission will ask relevant stakeholders to provide evidence and information with regard to the identification of so-called "Asian betting havens".
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