Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Women’s rights in the Balkan accession countries, adopted by the Commission on 24 July 2013
1.
Rapporteur: Marije CORNELLISSEN (Greens/EFA/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0136/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0202

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 21 May 2013

4.
Subject: Women’s rights in the Balkan accession countries

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution on Women’s Rights in the Balkan accession countries calls not only for adoption of legislation in the area of equal opportunities, but also for its adequate implementation. It expresses concern about issues such as women’s under-representation on the labour market as well as in political and economic decision-making; low employment rates for women; gender-based violence; trafficking of women; social inclusion of Roma; and restrictions on access to sexual and reproductive health. It calls for sufficient awareness raising in this area, and notes with concern weaknesses related to the lack of administrative capacity and statistical information in this field. It welcomes the increase in cross-border regional initiatives in the area of women’s rights and invites for an increased involvement of civil society organisations in this area. More particularly, the resolution recommends the countries of the region to follow the example of the Gender Equality Ombudsperson in Croatia. The Commission should make the implementation of women’s rights, mainstreaming of gender equality and the continuous fight against domestic violence a priority in the accession process of the Western Balkans and involve as much as possible civil society organisations, inter alia in the area of women’s rights and gender equality, in this process. Also IPA assistance should be used for projects related to the promotion of women’s rights and gender equality.

Furthermore, the Resolution makes a number of country-specific recommendations as regards Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo
, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

From the point of view of the Commission, the Resolution identifies issues that also the Commission considers important when assessing progress made in the area of women’s rights in the Western Balkans. Implementation and enforcement of legislation in this area is indeed key. Therefore, the Commission not only helps the transposition of the acquis in the area of equal opportunities in the candidate countries and potential candidates, but also provides financial assistance and monitors progress made. Through the annual Progress reports, the Commission has been systematically reporting on issues related to women’s rights, gender equality and domestic violence under the political criteria as well as under chapters 19 “Social policy and employment” and 23 “Judiciary and fundamental rights”. The country-specific recommendations contained in the Resolution will be particularly useful also in this respect.

Full transposition and enforcement of all EU Directives in the gender equality field is a strict condition for membership of the EU. It can indeed be noted that Croatia, as a future Member State, has completed legal alignment in this area. Therefore, the Commission can warmly welcome the suggestion made in the Resolution that the Gender Equality Ombudsperson in Croatia could serve as an example for the whole region.

Furthermore, it is vital to develop adequate institutional and administrative structures in this area. This will be carefully monitored in the context of chapter 19 “Social policy and employment”. Also the new approach under chapter 23 “Judiciary and Fundamental rights” provides powerful incentives for reform in the area of women’s rights. As regards accession negotiations, civil society organisations in Montenegro, for example, have already been involved in this process. This would be also a useful model, as appropriate, for the other countries of the region.

Pre-accession financial assistance has focused on several areas: social inclusion, employment, in particular in rural areas, representation in public life, including in municipal councils, fighting against domestic violence, education on women’s rights, prevention of human trafficking, targeting victims of trafficking, Roma women, etc. Training has been provided for judges in the area of gender equality. The Commission also cooperates with NGOs dealing with gender equality issues. The Commission is keen to see a gender equality perspective also in the programming of the pre-accession assistance for the candidate countries and potential candidates for 2014–2020.
--------------

� This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.
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