Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2012 Progress Report on Serbia, adopted by the Commission on 2 July 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0090/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0186

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 April 2013

4.
 Subject: 2012 Progress Report on Serbia
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reflects overall a wide consensus in the European Parliament for a strong support towards Serbia while at the same time emphasizing what needs to be done before and when Serbia embarks into accession negotiations. The resolution is providing an accurate and detailed account of progress of Serbia in the recent period while also listing the different challenges ahead of Serbia. The resolution calls for dismantling of parallel structures in Kosovo and particularly to better communicate the outcomes of the dialogue to the public. It also contains detailed recommendations on rule of law related issues (reform of judiciary, anti-corruption, clarifying and limiting use of Article 359 on abuse of office), calls on Serbia to focus on quality over speed in its reform process, encourages efforts in the areas of anti-discrimination (it strongly regrets the ban on the pride parade) and of the protection of minorities.
6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission took good note of European Parliament's wish to see Serbia move rapidly to the next step, the opening of accession negotiations, as soon as conditions are met. The Commission will continue to monitor and assess Serbia's progress in complying with the membership criteria and in particular the state of play in the key areas of democratic institutions, judicial reform, the fight against corruption and organised crime, human rights and protection of minorities. It should be noted that the discussion took place (on 17 April) at the same time as a new round of dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina which eventually saw, in line with the strong expectation of all political groups in the European Parliament, the conclusion (on 19 April) of a historic agreement between the two sides. This allowed the Commission, in its Joint report with the High representative adopted on 22 April, to recommend the opening of the accession negotiations with Serbia which again corresponded to the expectation of most MEPs.
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