ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1342/2008 of 18 December 2008 establishing a long-term plan for cod stocks and the fisheries exploiting those stocks
1.
Rapporteur: Diane DODDS (NI/UK)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0146/2013 / P7_TA(2013)0244
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 June 2013
4.
Subject: Amendment of a long-term plan for cod stocks and fisheries exploiting those stocks
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2012/0236(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU)
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.
The Commission can accept amendments 2, 11, 15, 16.
On some amendments, the Commission takes a neutral approach as the provisions concerned may be subject to regionalisation following the agreement on the CFP reform (for example, the text suggested by the PECH Committee on increased flexibility rules for setting TAC and effort levels is in line with the text in the Council Regulation (EU) No 1243/2012, whereas the PECH Committee with amendments 4 and 5 changed the definition of the "days at sea" and the calculation method for effort usage).
The Commission can, however, not accept amendments 3, 7, 10, 19 and 20.
Amendment 3 on eliminating discards is not in line with the political agreement reached between the European Parliament and the Council on the CFP reform and therefore needs to be adjusted in order to be acceptable.
The Commission cannot accept amendment 7, because it would allow Council to disregard scientific advice which is not acceptable from a conservation point of view. Furthermore, with the political agreement on the CFP Reform, the European Parliament supported the precautionary principle. The same precautionary principle therefore also needs to be followed in this multiannual plan.
Amendment 10 cannot be accepted as STECF has noted that exclusion can be provided only in very robust cases. Deviations such as the possibility to have more than one gear on board would threaten the objective of this provision since it is not enforceable.
Amendment 19 cannot be accepted because it is too open to interpretation (i.e "large volume of cod" "throughout the management period") for effective implementation and the Commission can therefore not accept it.
Amendment 20 cannot be accepted as there may be a danger of capacity displacement. The impact of such transfers would need to be assessed scientifically before the Commission may agree.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council is not expected to accept all the amendments of the European Parliament.
The Council has a general opposition on a point of principle, claiming that several measures foreseen in the regulation qualify as "fixation of fishing opportunities" and thus fall within the exclusive competence of the Council under Article 43.3 TFEU.
