
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2012 Progress Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina, adopted by the Commission on 24 July 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0161/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0225

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 May 2013

4.
Subject : Situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament follows a line towards the country generally supporting the Commission position. It covers a wide range of policy fields from the political criteria to dealing with education, economic and social issues as well as regional co-operation.

Amongst other points, the European Parliament is concerned about the limited progress achieved by Bosnia and Herzegovina, and encourages the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to take further concrete steps to put the country firmly back on track towards the EU. It urges all political actors to undertake the necessary constitutional changes (implementation of the European Court of Human Rights Sejdić-Finci ruling) and pursue other key reforms. It welcomes the suspension of the international supervision in the Brčko District and invites the authorities to fulfil the outstanding objectives and conditions which will allow the closure of the OHR, so as to allow greater local ownership and responsibility.
The European Parliament supports the EU's overall strategy towards Bosnia and Herzegovina and asks political actors to fully cooperate in the implementation of the roadmap of the High level Dialogue on the Accession Process. It commends the conduct of the local elections, underlines the importance of conducting a census of the population in October 2013, encourages the work of human and civil rights defenders in the country, welcomes the programme for victims of wartime rape, sexual abuse and torture and welcomes the EU's decision to grant €100 million in macro financial assistance.

It invites the EEAS and the Commission services to initiate broad and open consultations as well as public discussions with all stakeholders in the country on constitutional change.
It urges all competent authorities to end the ethnic segregation of children and calls on the Commission to examine if targeted EU support could assist in ending the segregated education system.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission shares the European Parliament's evaluation concerning the lack of progress in Bosnia and Herzegovina on the road to the EU. The Commission fully supports the endeavours of the country to fulfil the remaining conditions to have the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) enter into force. In line with recurring Council Conclusions a credible membership application can be considered once a satisfactory track record in implementing obligations under the SAA/IA has been established.

Regarding the request to initiate consultations on constitutional change, the Commission has politically supported the initiative to develop amendments to the constitution of the Federation of BiH, and has financially supported the civil society conference held in May 2013. The Commission services will jointly consider with the EEAS whether, when, how and in what form wider consultations on constitutional change could be fruitful.
The Commission welcomes the initiative of Parliament to ask for an examination if targeted EU support could assist in ending the segregated education system. The Commission has included this issue in the current draft IPA programme for 2013.

The Commission naturally accepts the call of Parliament to closely monitor implementation of important laws on the census, state aid, the phytosanitary package as well as the progress regarding the State Aid Council and the Anti-Corruption Agency.
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