
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2012 Progress Report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, adopted by the Commission on 24 July 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0186/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0226
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 23 May 2013

4.
Subject: 2012 Progress Report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution largely shares the assessment of the country made in the Commission's 2012 Progress Report and is critically supportive of the country's efforts in the accession process.

It welcomes the December 2012 Council conclusions as a genuine step forward and warns about the risks for the country in case of prolongation of the status quo. It calls on the Irish Presidency to conduct intense diplomacy to achieve a satisfactory outcome towards a decision on opening negotiations and on the Enlargement Commissioner to include an assessment of the cost of non-enlargement in the spring report.
It welcomes the resolution of the political crisis that followed the incidents in parliament in December 2012. It stresses the importance of the role of the parliament and the Commission of Inquiry making further recommendations on the parliament's procedures to prevent any repeat of such incidents.

The Resolution considers the High Level Accession Dialogue with the Commission to have been an important instrument, and welcomes the progress made in most policy areas. 

It underlines that regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations remain essential parts of the enlargement process. It further points out that bilateral issues should not be used as an obstacle in the accession process, but should be addressed as early as possible. It also calls on all sides to avoid steps and actions that could negatively impact good neighbourly relations. It urges the Enlargement Commissioner to pay special attention in his (April 2013) report to the issue of good neighbourly relations.

The Resolution provides an overview of recent progress on areas such as the freedom of expression in the media, the judiciary, inter-ethnic relation and anti-corruption and also lists the different challenges for the country. The resolution specifically mentions the El-Masri judgement of the ECtHR which found multiple violations of the European Convention.

It also calls for measures to strengthen civil society in the country. On economic issues, the report commends the country for maintaining macroeconomic stability, but notes an increase in public debt. The Resolution expresses concerns about the continued high unemployment rate.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission looks forward to the Council endorsing its recommendation to start accession negotiations with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and welcomes the fact that the Parliament's assessment of the country is closely aligned with its own.

The Commission will continue to monitor and assess the country's progress in complying with the membership criteria and in particular the state of play in the key areas of democratic institutions, fundamental rights, judicial reform, the fight against corruption and organised crime, human rights and protection of minorities.

Regarding the Parliament's request to include an assessment of the cost of non-enlargement in the Spring Report, this was not in the scope of that Report.  The Commission calculates costs relating to enlargement in its Opinions on membership applications and, at a later stage, in the financial planning for accessions.  The cost of non-enlargement is not calculable in money terms.

The Commission shares the Parliament's view that good neighbourly relations are an essential part of the EU accession process. In response to the Parliament's call for the Enlargement Commissioner to pay special attention to good neighbourly relations, it should be noted that the Commission's Report to the European Parliament and the Council on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, adopted on 16 April 2012, assessed steps taken to promote good neighbourly relations with all neighbouring countries, with a particular emphasis on relations with Bulgaria and Greece. The Commission will continue to monitor developments in this area.

With respect to the Parliament's proposal regarding the "name issue", the UN has a clear mandate to mediate on the "name issue" between the country and Greece. The Commission welcomes the new momentum in that process and hopes that a compromise can soon be found.
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