Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on EU trade and investment negotiations with the United States of America, adopted by the Commission on 24 July 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure by the Committee on International Trade (INTA)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0187/2013 / P7_TA(2013)0227

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 May 2013

4.
Subject: Trade and Investment Agreement between the EU and the US

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution recognises the strategic importance of the economic relations between the EU and US, and believes that the relationship should be deepened and reaffirmed through the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). It welcomes the Final Report of the High Level Working Group (HLWG) and fully endorses the recommendation to launch negotiations between the two parties. It points to the timely start of the negotiations in the light of the current economic situation and stresses that it will help to maximise the creation of decent jobs. The resolution emphasises that the TTIP should be ambitious and binding on all levels of government, both in the EU and the US.

With regard to the negotiating mandate, the European Parliament calls on the Council to follow the recommendations made by the HLWG in its Final Report. The Resolution further makes recommendations on some specific issues of the negotiating mandate. With regard to the audiovisual sector, the resolution calls for an exclusion of cultural and audiovisual services. It stresses the need for a strong protection of precisely and clearly defined areas of intellectual property rights, including geographical indications. Further, it states that the EU fundamental rights' standards should be fully respected and that the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) provisions on the protection of personal data should be taken into account in the agreement. The resolution underlines that the agreement must not undermine fundamental values of the EU, like the precautionary principle, and takes into account the sensitivity of matters of consumer protection. The inclusion of regulatory convergence concerning financial services is fully supported by the resolution as well as the dismantling of unnecessary regulatory barriers. The resolution calls for a transparent engagement by the Commission and highlights the need for continuous pro-active outreach to all stakeholders.

The resolution reminds the Commission to keep the European Parliament fully informed about all stages of the negotiations, and recalls that the Parliament will be asked for its consent on the TTIP Agreement after the conclusion of the negotiations.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission fully supports the view that this trade and investment agreement with the US is an instrument that will promote growth and employment opportunities in the EU and the US. The recommendations of the High Level Working Group will guide the negotiations and the aim is to achieve a highly ambitious, deep and comprehensive bilateral agreement with the US. This Agreement will tackle traditional tariff barriers as well as non-tariff barriers between the two parties.

Regarding the concerns that the European Parliament has put forward, the Commission can ensure that negotiations will not put into question basic rules and will guarantee to protect consumers' rights and safety. The Commission does not intend to change the EU policies concerning sensitive dossiers such as Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) and growth promoting hormones (paragraph 17). Rather the focus lies on reducing the barriers to trade and enhancing cooperation between the two parties in the regulatory field.

The respect for EU fundamental rights' standards will be guaranteed by the Agreement (paragraph 13). The protection of personal data is taken very seriously on both sides of the Atlantic and the EU and US have indeed already cooperated on this issue in different areas, as shown by a Commission Decision on the Safe Harbour Principle [520/2000/EC of 26 July 2000]. This Decision ensures the adequate protection of private data in the flow of data between EU and US companies.

The EU and the US both already have very strong Intellectual Property Rights systems and this will be a key chapter in the negotiations (paragraph 12). Geographical Indications are very important for Europe and the Commission will aim to ensure adequate protection.

In order to achieve an ambitious and comprehensive trade deal, it is important that the negotiations are as inclusive as possible. Defending cultural diversity is a fundamental objective of the European Union, but also a legal obligation, enshrined in the Treaty. The EU has made commitments in this regard as part of the UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. In this respect, the Commission and the Member States have discussed about ways to include the right balance in the negotiating directives of the TTIP between, on the one hand, the sensitivity of the audiovisual sector and, on the other, the aim of extensive and ambitious negotiations. The negotiation directives exclude the audiovisual sector from the services and investment chapter. Although we are willing to listen to the ideas of our partners on this issue, the Commission is currently not in a position to negotiate liberalisation commitments in this sensitive area.

As regards the call for information sharing between EU and US authorities on product safety and market surveillance, the Commission supports in principle enhanced cooperation and information sharing, taking into account applicable confidentiality requirements and the need to have a two-way channel of communication and other parallel negotiation mandates.

The Commission will further ensure communication with all stakeholders involved, including consumer organizations (paragraph 21). First meetings with stakeholders have already been conducted in order to ensure that concerns and ideas were taken into account. These meetings will be continuously set up throughout the negotiating process.

In line with its treaty obligations and current practice, the Commission will inform the European Parliament throughout the negotiation process.
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