Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on a fisheries strategy in the Adriatic and Ionian Seas, adopted by the Commission on 27 November 2013
1.
Rapporteur: Guido MILANA (S&D/IT)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0234/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0346

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 September 2013

4.
Subject: A Strategy for Fisheries in the Adriatic and Ionian Seas
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:
This resolutiont seeks to promote the establishment of a new EU strategy on fisheries and aquaculture in the Adriatic-Ionian sea basin, with a view to giving a major boost to the development of sustainable economic activities which will have a beneficial effect on coastal communities and adjacent inland areas.

The Parliament believes that the communication on a maritime strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Seas basin should be used as a basis for introducing an EU macro-regional strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian sea basin as well, and that the measures relating to the fisheries and aquaculture sector should take account of the sea basin’s specificities. It accordingly calls on the Commission to adopt the related action plan by the end of 2013, together with a Regulation dealing with the management of fishing activities in this macro-region.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Follow up to the resolution will be given in the framework of the reformed CFP, the Mediterranean Regulation, the GFCM and the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian strategy as follows:
· The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region will address inter alia maritime and marine issues of the Adriatic and Ionian coastal regions, including fisheries, aquaculture and marine environment protection and the related research and innovation dimension.

· Referring to marine environment protection, it will promote the goals of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, to develop and implement marine strategies that take an eco-system-based approach and to improve knowledge of the marine environment. It will include Maritime Spatial Planning, Integrated Coastal Zones Management and improving data collection and information sharing on marine environment amongst the Adriatic and Ionian countries.

· As regards fisheries, the strategy will focus on sustainability, both in terms of resources and economic activity. The Commission considers that the Mediterranean Regulation sets the necessary technical and management measures for the sustainable exploitation of marine resources and the protection of sensitive habitats. Progress has been made but full compliance with this regulation is not yet achieved. The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region should support actions for improving the culture of compliance and enhancing cooperation for the control of fishing activities.

· To ensure the sustainability of shared fish stocks, all countries exploiting marine resources in the area have to play by the same rules. The EU is promoting the common management of resources within the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean. Upon a proposal by the EU, a fisheries management plan was decided by the GFCM for the first time in May 2013. The EU will continue promoting this approach at the level of the GFCM and support all initiatives leading to the development of common rules in fisheries, with a view to ensuring a level-playing field for all those involved in this sector.

· The Commission agrees on the need to improve scientific knowledge on the state of the stocks. This is why one of the priorities of the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region is to further develop scientific cooperation on fisheries. Action in this field should be supported by the new Data Collection Framework which will increase coherence in data collection and reinforce regional cooperation. The EU will also continue supporting efforts undertaken by the GFCM to set up a harmonised framework for data collection across the Mediterranean.

· The Commission intends to adopt a Communication on an EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region, accompanied by an Action Plan, in the course of 2014.
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