Follow up to European Parliament resolution on promoting a European transport-technology strategy for Europe's future sustainable mobility, adopted by the Commission on 27 November 2013
1.
 Rapporteur: Michael CRAMER (Greens/EFA/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0241/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0339

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 10 September 2013

4.
Subject: Promoting a European transport-technology strategy for Europe's future sustainable mobility

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution is a response to the Commission's 2012 Communication "Research and innovation for Europe's future mobility" (COM(2012) 501). The Communication outlines how research and innovation can help to reach the objectives of the Transport White Paper and strengthen the competitiveness of European industry.

The resolution is generally supportive of the Communication. While the Communication argues for the need to focus and prioritise, and lists those prioirites, the Parliament proposes a broad range of priorities for EU-funded research and innovation. The background for this is the start of Horizon 2020, the new EU framework programme for research and innovation, on 1 January 2014.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes the assessment and recommendations that are outlined in the resolution. They will help to develop European transport innovation policy and to define priorities for the Transport Societal Challenge in Horizon 2020.
Transport policy

Encourages the Commission to create fair, efficient and innovative pricing systems for all mobility and transport modes, particularly through the internalisation of external costs; (point 6)
This is foreseen according to Initiative 39 of the White Paper on transport
; while the latest developments in the field are summarised in an inventory of measures taken to internalise transport externalities
. The Report also provides updated information on the implementation of the Commission’s internalisation strategy.

Underlines the need for […] research on the technological tools needed to improve the consistent and effective enforcement of, and controls on, the rules on cabotage, the social provisions in road transport and the working conditions of persons employed in the sector; (point 25)
The Commission proposal COM(2011) 451, on which a political agreement has now been found, will make the digital tachograph more user-friendly and less easy to tamper with, thus helping enforcement officers to check social rules on driving time and rest periods. The Commission is also working on a proposal to simplify and better enforce the provisions on cabotage.

Encourages the Commission to intensify its promotion of collective forms of individual mobility and individualised public and collective transport systems; (point 37)

The Commission services are preparing an "Urban Mobility Package" for the end of 2013 which aims to galvanize cities into action on urban mobility and with support, from the EU and the national level, to help to address their local urban mobility problems.

Reminds the Commission of the need to improve safety and urges the Commission to consider and implement those proposals for improving road safety that Parliament has adopted by a large majority; (point 16)
The Commission is fully committed to improving road safety and has already started implementing some of the proposals recently adopted by the Parliament. To mention but a few, the Commission has launched the cross-border enforcement Directive improving exchange of information, identified a common EU definition of "serious road traffic injury", and proposed an updated roadworthiness package including proposals especially for the safety of motorcycles.

The Commission also continues to focus on in-vehicle safety systems, including the on-going analysis of intelligent assistance systems, and is initiating work e.g. on exchange of experiences regarding national road safety plans and on safe roadwork sites as well as continually focusing on the safety of vulnerable road users, in particular relating to urban road safety.

Calls on the Commission to consider the harmonisation of containers and other transport receptacles, and the dimensions of vehicles in all modes of transport; (point 31)

The Commission acknowledges the importance of the harmonisation of containers and other transport receptacles, and therefore follows the developments that are currently taking place at international and European fora in that respect. The dimensions of vehicles also have the Commission's attention. For example, proposal COM(2013) 195 would help designing greener and safer trucks by the modification of the rules applied to maximum weights and dimensions of heavy goods vehicles.

Recalls its resolution on a Single European Transport Area, which called for the reduction by 2020 of noise and vibrations from, and energy consumption of, rail vehicles by 20 %; (point 26)

The Commission launched an impact assessment in 2013 focused on reduction of rail noise of freight wagons in use. A legislative proposal (possibly in 2014) is subject to the result of the analysis, the revision of Technical Specifications for Interoperability – Noise (TSI Noise) of 2013/2014 would also lead to some limited reduction of noise of new wagons. The TSIs are regularly updated; therefore, further reduction is not excluded.

Furthermore, the Commission in 2013 launched the impact assessment for a large-scale research and innovation initiative for rail under Horizon 2020 with a view to accelerate the development and penetration of technological innovations necessary to achieve the Single European Rail Area and the objectives of the White Paper on Transport, including the reduction of noise, vibrations and energy consumption by rail traffic. A legislative proposal is envisaged for the end of 2013 or early 2014.

European Research and Innovation policy

Stresses the need for greater simplification of the administrative procedures for R&I funding at European, national, regional, local and cross-border levels; (point 15)

Simplification of administrative procedures in Horizon 2020 is provided through two main measures: (1) Simplifying the programme architecture and the complexity of rules, to make it easier for participants to identify where funding opportunities exist. (2) Simplified funding provisions, using one single funding rate for all types of participants and activities in the same project, and simpler reimbursement rules, making access to the programme for first-time participants, and SMEs, substantially easier and more attractive.

In parallel, the Commission continues to streamline, harmonise and accelerate procedures and processes linked to programme and project implementation. The information, guidance and support for finding opportunities, preparing proposals and managing grants will be presented in a simpler and more straightforward way, via a single user-friendly IT platform, the Participant Portal. Moreover, all transactions involved in preparation and submission of proposals, concluding of grant agreements and submission of project reports will be made paperless and online, via this user interface.

Through all of these elements, the Commission deems it possible to achieve less red tape and bureaucracy, faster funding and reduced administrative costs for participation.
Calls for stronger support for the R&I activities of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), notably through easier access to EU funds and the reduction of administrative burdens, and highlights the importance of creating and maintaining employment and sustainable growth through R&I; (point 11)

The Commission has set up financial instruments supporting innovative SMEs and midcaps investing notably in the transport manufacturing sector under FP7 (Risk-Sharing Instrument). Financial instruments under Horizon 2020, in connection with COSME, will help innovative companies access better risk finance, via debt and equity financing.

Under Horizon 2020, the Commission proposes that in addition to loans and guarantees provided on a market-driven basis, particular policies and sectors can be targeted under specific compartments that may cover for instance the transport sector. For that purpose, top-up contributions coming from other budget sources can be ring-fenced (e.g., other parts of Horizon 2020, specific entities such as JTIs, other EU budget lines, ESIF).

Invites the Commission to act on its idea that subsidies should also be used to help launch new solutions in the market, demonstrate them and implement them fully, and that appropriate management and financing tools can guarantee the swift implementation of research results; (point 9)

The Commission will take this proposal into account, in order to increase the support to demonstration and deployment activities, bringing new solutions in the market. Building on the Communication COM(2012) 501, the strategic transport-technology plan will support an efficient and coordinated deployment of innovative solutions, including from Horizon 2020 (notably via financial instruments and relevant JTIs), ERDF, ESIF, COSME and CEF and also based on increased technical assistance by the European Investment Bank.

Highlights the need for the Commission to create a clustered database providing a clear categorised overview of all R&I projects funded by the EU; (point 53)

The Commission maintains a dedicated and categorized database of Framework Programme funded R&I projects that feeds on a daily basis the CORDIS public database of EU funded R&I projects (http://www.cordis.europa.eu).
European Transport Research and Innovation

Calls on the Commission to focus research efforts on further reducing the health and climate impact of emissions from all modes of transport; (point 46)

The Commission has already reflected this in its proposal for Horizon 2020. The specific objective of the Societal Challenge "Smart, green and integrated transport" is “to achieve a European transport system that is resource-efficient, climate- and environmentally-friendly, safe and seamless for the benefit of all citizens, the economy and society”. The Specific Programme is structured around four broad lines of activities, one of them aiming at resource efficient transport that respects the environment and public health.

Considers it essential for local and regional authorities to be involved in European innovation policy governance as it applies to transport and mobility; (point 24)

The Commission will take this request into account for the constitution of the Transport Advisory Group, a formal body advising on the implementation of the Societal Challenge "Smart, green and integrated transport".

Points to the usefulness of the Commission’s proposed Transport Research and Innovation Monitoring and Information System (TRIMIS), maintains that the user perspective be incorporated into it, and underlines the importance of providing regular, free, easily accessible and reliable information; (points 7, 49)

The Commission is currently undertaking a feasibility study on TRIMIS and will take the requests on the user perspective and availability of information into account.

Regrets the fact that to date it is still difficult to access information concerning EU funding for transport projects; (point 49)

Information on funding for transport projects is available on the Commission's website. For example, for transport research and innovation such information is provided through TRIP – the Transport Research & Innovation Portal (http://www.transport-research.info).

Identifies the following specific R&I priorities:

· zero-emission ships; (point 45)
· intelligent transport systems (ITS); (point 30)
· railway infrastructure components; (point 22)
· more efficient goods transport. (point 54)

The Commission will take these requests into account during the preparations of the work programmes for the Transport Societal Challenge "Smart, green and integrated transport" under Horizon 2020.

Environment and Regional policy
Calls on the Commission to provide Member States with a manual of best practice for compliance with the limit values laid down in the Air Quality Directive; (point 32)
The Commission acknowledges the importance of exchanging best practice and the development of supportive tools to assist Member States in implementing the Air Quality Directives. The Commission will take this request into consideration following the completion of the current Air Quality Review.

Recommends that the Commission develop initiatives to identify and reward sustainable urban development programmes, along the lines of, for example, the RegioStars awards; (point 50)

The Commission will continue to identify and disseminate experience related to sustainable urban development in a variety of ways. In the framework of the proposed Urban Development Network, and the future URBACT programme, considerable efforts will be made to identify and disseminate the experience of cities in regard to sustainable urban development projects throughout Europe. In addition, EUR 330 million of the Structural Funds resources for the 2014-2020 period will be allocated on a competitive basis to urban areas for proposed innovative projects in the field of sustainable urban development.
----------
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