ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1100/2007 establishing measures for the recovery of the stock of European eel

1.
Rapporteur: Isabella LÖVIN (Greens/EFA/SE)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0242/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0358

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 September 2013

4.
Subject: Alignment of the Eel regulation with the provisions of the TFEU

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2012/0201(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2) TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept part of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

The Commission can be favourable on the European Parliament amendments relating to Commission's and Member States' reporting obligations (amendments 1, 12 13 and first paragraph of amendment 15) and to the consequences attached to the failure of Member States to comply with their reporting obligations (amendment 11), with the exception of the Commission's obligation to report on illegal trade of European eels (amendment 15, third paragraph): the Commission can also accept the amendment relating to the approval and revision of Eel Management Plans (amendments 5 and 12) and to the implementation of appropriate measures to reduce mortality caused by factors other than fisheries (amendment 10).

The Commission can only partly accept the amendment referring to the obligation of the Commission to submit a legislative proposal subject to reformulation indicating that "the Commission may make a legislative proposal where appropriate" (amendments 6, 15, second paragraph and 16). However, the Commission will report, before the end of this year, to the Parliament and to the Council on the implementation and effectiveness of the Eel Management Plans and, on the basis of this report, it will consider whether amendments to the Eel Regulation are necessary in order to improve the recovery of this important stock. The Commission could also partly accept the amendment referring to the power to adopt delegated acts if the period of the delegation is set to seven or five years instead of three (amendment 16), the amendment concerning Member States which have not forwarded or analysed available data subject to reformulation striking out the term "penalise" (amendment 7) and the amendment excluding the possibility to define the whole territory of a Member State as one and single Eel Management Unit, provided that sufficient time is given to the Member States that have made use of this possibility to adapt to the new situation (amendment 9).

By contrast, the Commission cannot accept those amendments relating to the recitals on delegated acts since they derogate from the standard recital agreed by the three institutions under the common understanding (amendments 2, 3 and 4) and to the amendment concerning restocking as conservation measure under the EMFF, since the new conditions may exclude all restocking activities from European funding (amendment 14). The Commission can also not accept the amendment related to the obligation to report on illegal trade of European eel, since such a reporting is not possible in the absence of direct inspection and control resources (amendment 15, paragraph 3).

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission is waiting for the Council's first reading position.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council is still analysing the European Parliament's amendments.

