Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the Road safety 2011-2020 – First milestones towards an injury strategy, adopted by the Commission on 8 October 2013
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0318/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0314

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 3 July 2013

4.
Subject: Injury strategy

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament Transport Committee tabled an oral question to the Commission on the topic of serious road traffic injuries, following the publication of staff working document SWD(2013) 94.

In brief, the Parliament resolution:

· Welcomes the adoption of a common EU definition of serious injuries and calls on Member States to rapidly implement the definition;

· Urges the Commission to adopt a 40 % injury reduction target for the period 2014-2020;

· Proposes some areas for action: passive/ active vehicle safety, safe and intelligent infrastructure, cross-border enforcement, drink- and drug-driving;

· Focuses especially on the rights and safety of vulnerable road users, who make up an alarmingly large share of those seriously injured in road traffic crashes;

· Highlights a number of related road safety aspects such as: development of urban road safety guidelines as part of sustainable urban mobility plans; eCall developments; the introduction of accompanied driving for older minors; first-aid training and the use of intelligent transport communication systems, e.g. for emergency vehicles; and post-accident care and rehabilitation.

The resolution supports the Commission efforts to initiate work specifically on the serious road traffic injuries and shows the Parliament's commitment to road safety issues.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In relation to the setting of an ambitious target (paragraph 4), the Commission appreciates the Parliament's support and intends to announce such a target at the soonest possible time; however, for setting a credible target, the baseline number of injuries must be known so that progress can be monitored. A target will therefore likely be set in 2015 when the first data is to be delivered by Member States.

On the issue of in-vehicle safety systems (paragraph 8), a Commission staff working document should be adopted, echoing the CARS 2020 Communication and the Road Safety Policy Orientations 2011-2020 by providing a state of the art in terms of deployment of ITS road safety devices and in-vehicle safety systems, suggesting further steps to be undertaken in this field. The Commission may consider proposals on, for example, alcohol interlocks, intelligent speed adaptation and tyre-pressure monitoring systems. The eCall proposal will also be taken further.

Regarding safe and intelligent road infrastructure (paragraph 9), the Commission fully supports such development, in line with the policy objectives for the road safety work 2011-2020. Presently, the Commission is preparing a revision of Directive 2008/96/EC on road infrastructure safety management. Intelligent infrastructure is also covered by Directive 2010/40/EU on the framework for the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems in the field of road transport and for interfaces with other modes of transport.

On the matter of cross-border exchange of information on road safety related traffic offences (paragraph 10), the Commission will submit a report to the Parliament and Council on the Member States' application of the Directive including an assessment of its effectiveness (Article 11 of Directive 2011/82/EU).

In relation to urban areas with a 30 km/h speed limit (paragraph 14), the Commission will continue to monitor the accident situation on various types of roads in the EU on the basis of statistical data provided by Member States. Low-speed zones in urban areas fall however under national competence. Member States are not obliged to report to the Commission what parts of their urban road networks have a 30km/h speed limit.

Regarding the Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (paragraph 16), the Commission is preparing a proposal of an Urban Mobility Package which is foreseen to include the urban road safety aspects.

On "accompanied driving" for older minors (paragraph 19), Directive 2006/126/EC on driving licences contains no provisions concerning accompanied driving. It is not excluded to look into this in a future revision of this Directive. In the meantime, the matter lies entirely with the Member States.
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