ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 and Council Regulation (EC) No 861/2006 and Council Regulation No XXX/2011 on integrated maritime policy

1.
Rapporteur: Alain CADEC (EPP/FR)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0282/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0443

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 April 2014

4.
Subject: Adoption of the regulation establishing the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2011/0380(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all amendments reflecting the outcome of the political compromise reached at the trilogue negotiations. The Commission wishes to make a number of declarations to clarify its position on certain issues:

· The reference to Article 349 of TFEU as a legal basis:

The object and purpose of the Commission's proposal is the establishment of the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund as the main financing instrument for the implementation of the reformed Common Fisheries Policy and thus the attainment of the objectives laid down in Article 39(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). The Commission's proposal does not aim at introducing any derogation from obligations and/or prohibitions foreseen in the TFEU. For this reason, the Commission considers Article 43(2) TFEU as proposed to be the only correct legal basis in the given context and cannot concur with the addition of Article 349 TFEU as a second legal basis.

· Verification of ex-ante conditionalities at the level of Partnership Agreements:

In accordance with Article 15.1.b.(iii) and Article 19 as well as Part II of Annex XI of the CPR, the fulfilment of general ex-ante conditionalities at national level shall be assessed at the level of the Partnership Agreement, and for those which, pursuant to the assessment, are not fulfilled at the date of submission of the Partnership Agreement, an action plan shall be established with the actions to be taken, the responsible bodies and the timetable for their implementation. In the case of non-fulfilment of the general ex ante conditionalities, the required action plans will already be drawn up by the competent authorities in Member States as part of the establishment of the Partnership Agreements. General ex-ante conditionalities do thus not require further detailed elaboration within the context of the operational programme co-financed by the EMFF, apart from the inclusion of the parts related to the general ex-ante conditionalities established in the Partnership Agreements.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council adopted the proposal on 6 May 2014.

