Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on fisheries restrictions and jurisdictional waters in the Mediterranean and Black Sea – ways for conflict resolution, adopted by the Commission on 29 January 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Nikolaos SALAVRAKOS (EFD/EL)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0288/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0403

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 October 2013

4.
Subject: Fisheries restrictions and jurisdictional waters in the Mediterranean and Black Sea – ways for conflict resolution
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
1. The Parliament expresses its concern about the overfishing and the dwindling status of marine living resources in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea as a threat to sustainable development and environmental protection but also as a source of regional tensions amongst the coastal States.

2. It calls on the EU and Member States to lead and adopt a high political profile for an improved governance and control of the seas through the extension of costal States' jurisdiction on marine waters in line with the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as well as by promoting the Common Fisheries Policy, achievement of good environmental status under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, and the Integrated Maritime Policy, including spatial planning and integrated coastal zone management.

3.
It explicitly asks the Commission to consider these issues and seek coherence of EU policies and enhanced cooperation with neighbouring countries to develop regional approaches for the Mediterranean and the Black Sea to fish stocks conservation, sustainable fishing and marine ecosystems conservation through a better scientific knowledge of the state of the stocks and by improving the monitoring, control and surveillance of fishing activities. In that respect the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) shall play a significant role in close cooperation with the Barcelona and Bucharest Conventions for the protection of the marine and coastal environment of the Mediterranean and Black sea respectively, with which GFCM has recently concluded MoUs.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Follow up to the resolution will be given in the framework of the reformed CFP, the strengthened implementation of the Mediterranean Regulation, the support to the GFCM and the promotion of the IMP to fully exploit the un-tapped potential of the Blue Economy as follows:

· The Reform of the CFP, as recently adopted, will facilitate further progresses towards more sustainable exploitation and environmentally friendly fisheries through better integrating the environmental dimension (Habitats Directive, MSFD, etc.) and on the basis of the opportunities provided by regionalization. The discard ban will also contribute to substantially improving the selectivity of the fisheries to make them more environmentally friendly.

· The Commission considers that the Mediterranean Regulation sets the necessary technical and management measures for the sustainable exploitation of marine resources and the protection of sensitive habitats. Though progress has been made, further substantial work is needed to ensure full compliance with this Regulation and exploit all the possibilities. The "regionalization" promoted by the new CFP should help in that direction.

· The Mediterranean is characterised by the prevalence of "high sea" waters and several straddling stocks shared or potentially shared by several countries. In this context, promoting, supporting and strengthening international coordination in the region is crucial for the balanced and sustainable exploitation of fishery resources. This includes, inter alia, supporting the activities of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), the International Commission for the protection of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and of the Barcelona Convention as forums where both coastal and flag States have to work together towards common goals.

· The Commission follows closely the developments in the Mediterranean with regard to the establishment of maritime zones, including Exclusive Economic Zones, and is working on possible political recommendations to that effect in accordance with UNCLOS. The overall aim will be to contribute to the full exploitation of sea wealth by EU Member States, promoting EU interests in the domain of economic prosperity, jobs and growth.

· To ensure the sustainability of shared fish stocks, all countries exploiting marine resources in the area have to play by the same rules. The Commission devotes particular effort to promoting EU proposals for common management of resources within the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean; non-EU countries are becoming increasingly cooperative and seriously involved in this joint effort. Upon a proposal by the EU, the guidelines to establish multiannual management plans have been adopted by the GFCM in 2012, and a first fisheries management plan was decided by the GFCM for the first time in May 2013. The EU will continue promoting this approach at the level of the GFCM and support all initiatives leading to the development of common rules in fisheries, with a view to ensuring a level playing field for all those involved in this sector.

· The Commission is paying particular attention to the whole process of revision of the GFCM Agreement, launched in 2011. During the 2013 Annual Session held in Split last May, the parties agreed to create working groups to deal with the most relevant aspects (e.g. Conservation, Control, Governance and Decision Making process), in view of an extraordinary session of the GFCM tentatively scheduled in spring 2014 to finalise the process.

· With regards to illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, the EU has adopted a series of measures to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing, including the obligation for Member States to mutually cooperate. This is undertaken in close cooperation with third countries authorities. As a result, the catch certification imposed to export to the EU, as well as other deterrent legal instruments as the EU list of IUU fishing vessels and the procedure to identify third country as non-cooperating countries, strengthen management of Mediterranean and Black sea fisheries. Also the GFCM has made progress in that direction by adopting Recommendation 33/2009/8 "on the establishment of a list of vessels presumed to have carried out IUU fishing in the GFCM Area".

· The Commission agrees on the need to improve scientific knowledge on the state of the stocks. With respect to the enhanced cooperation among scientific institutes dealing with fisheries and marine ecology, the Commission is providing support, in addition to the research framework programme and the ENPI, to four FAO Regional Projects, covering respectively the Western, Central, Adriatic, and Eastern basins. The main objective of these projects is to improve the provision and sharing of scientific work and data among EU and non-EU partner countries and to contribute to enhancing their capacity to develop national measures and to participate actively in the relevant regional frameworks for sustainable fisheries management.

· In relation to marine environment protection, the Commission will promote the goals of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, to develop and implement marine strategies that take an eco-system-based approach and to improve knowledge of the marine environment. This process will include Maritime Spatial Planning, Integrated Coastal Zones Management and improving data collection and information sharing on marine environment (EMODNET; Marine Atlas, etc.) amongst the coastal countries.
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