
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on strengthening cross-border law-enforcement cooperation in the EU: the implementation of the ‘Prüm Decision‘ and the European Information Exchange Model (EIXM), adopted by the Commission on 29 January 2014
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0433/2013 / P7_TA(2013)0419

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 October 2013

4.
Subject: Police cooperation

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
In its Resolution, the Parliament calls on the Commission to perform a mapping exercise of EU and national legislation, including (bilateral) international agreements and regulating the cross-border exchange of law enforcement information, and agrees with the Commission that more meaningful statistics are necessary to measure the real value of instruments.

Parliament calls for an independent, external evaluation of the existing instruments for EU law enforcement information exchange.

Whilst supporting the Commission's recommendations to streamline the use of existing instruments and channels and to improve training and awareness on cross-border information exchange, the Parliament expresses its disappointment that the Commission did not provide for a more ambitious, future-oriented vision that could be a starting point for a political debate on how to further develop law enforcement data sharing in the EU.

The Resolution calls on the Commission to explore the possibility of automating the manual procedures for implementing the existing instruments in order to ensure greater effectiveness and to consider establishing a universal information exchange format so as to speed up the processing of approved requests.

The Parliament regrets the delays in the implementation of the Prüm Decision in several Member States, agreeing with the Commission that further development of the instrument should not be considered before full implementation has been achieved.

The Resolution calls on the Commission to speedily bring forward proposals to bring the existing cross-border police cooperation instruments adopted under the former third pillar – such as the Prüm Decision and the Swedish initiative – within the legal framework of the Lisbon Treaty, since implementation is lacking proper democratic oversight and control by Parliament.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission conducted a comprehensive mapping exercise in the preparation of the European Information Exchange Model (EIXM) in 2010 and 2011 the results of which flowed into the EIXM Communication. On this basis EIXM identified and concentrated on a number of key areas of law enforcement information exchange in order to be able to make real progress on a limited number of concrete challenges. At the same time EIXM laid down general principles that need be taken into account when further developing information exchange including a high level of data protection safeguards.

The results of EIXM were discussed at length in Council structures and culminated in Council Conclusion in June 2013. In the meantime, the political debate has also started in the Parliament, which is demonstrated by the adoption of this Resolution.

Following-up on the outcome of EIXM and the related discussions, the Commission will monitor the implementation efforts of Member States with regard to EIXM recommendations. As one measure to support this follow-up, the Commission envisages launching an external study to obtain a more in-depth understanding of the situation in Member States concerning the key areas, including reasons for delayed implementation and insufficient use of existing instruments.

Moreover, the Commission closely follows Member States’ and Europol’s initiatives of possible automation of existing instruments, and considers co-funding related activities where appropriate.

In line with the Resolution, the Commission does not plan to amend the Prüm Decision or the Swedish initiative before its full implementation in order not to jeopardise ongoing implementation efforts. This means, however, that the Commission would not follow the Parliament's parallel and contrasting call for rapid presentation of proposals to bring these instruments within the legal framework of the Lisbon Treaty.
-----------

2

