Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on women with disabilities, adopted by the Commission on 11 March 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Angelika WERTHMANN (ALDE/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0329/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0579

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 December 2013

4.
Subject: Women with disabilities

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution considers that the full economic and social participation of women with disabilities is essential for reaching the EU2020 targets. It highlights the fact that women with disabilities suffer double discrimination on grounds of both their gender and their disability, and emphasises that the overlap of such discrimination has particularly negative effects on women and girls with disabilities. The importance of optimising the use of EU funding instruments is highlighted in order to promote accessibility and non-discrimination regarding persons with disabilities, paying particular attention to women.

The European Parliament urges the Commission, in conducting the mid-term review of its European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 and elaborating the List of Actions 2015-2020 relating thereto, to develop a more gender-sensitive approach. The Resolution also stresses the importance of adopting a gender-sensitive approach to disability in the post-2015 development agenda, and calls on Commission services and the EEAS to mainstream disability in development policy and in projects in a coordinated way.

The Commission services and the EEAS are also asked to put in place monitoring mechanisms to evaluate the impact of the policies on women with disabilities at country level, and the Resolution calls on the Commission to promote initiatives aiming to strengthen the capacity of stakeholders to effectively implement international commitments to disability-inclusive development, in line with the objectives of the UNCRPD and the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020.

The Resolution asks the Commission and the Member States to develop large-scale awareness-raising campaigns to make women and girls with disabilities more visible, and calls on the Commission and the Member States to collect detailed and reliable gender-disaggregated statistics for targeted research on the situation faced by people with disabilities.

The Resolution also stresses that women and girls with disabilities are far more likely to be victims of violence. The European Parliament urges the Commission to launch a comprehensive strategy to fight violence against women and reiterates the need for the Commission to present a legislative criminal law instrument to combat gender-based violence.

The Resolution calls on the Commission and the Member States to boost barrier-free accessibility for women and girls with reduced mobility and disabled women and girls to the transport infrastructure, the vehicles and the information and reservation formats, and points out that accessibility to the internet and social media must also be ensured.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes the European Parliament Resolution on women with disabilities.

The Commission also welcomes the request to develop a more gender-sensitive approach in conducting the mid-term review of its European Disability Strategy and elaborating the List of Actions 2015-2020 relating thereto. The importance of addressing the situation of women with disabilities figures in both the Strategy for equality between women and men (2010-2015)
 and in the European Disability Strategy 2010-2020
. The Commission funded in 2009 a study on the situation of women with disabilities in light of the UN Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD)
. This study presents examples of promising practice in legislation, policies and programmes intended to help women with disabilities enjoy the rights and fundamental freedoms set out in the UN Convention. The study offers a number of recommendations to further address the intersectionality of gender and disability. A study is currently being carried out to look at the progress made in implementing the European Disability Strategy and its impacts, with a view to a review of its actions for the remaining implementation period after 2015. The outcomes of these studies will provide useful input for the preparation of the List of Actions 2015-2020 concerning a gender-sensitive approach.

The Commission demonstrated its full commitment to ending violence against women, particularly in its Action Plan implementing the Stockholm Programme, the Women's Charter and the Strategy for equality between women and men (2010-2015), as well as in the "victims' legislative package", and the Communication on ending female genital mutilation adopted in November 2013.

The EU has no competence to adopt any specific legislation on violence against women establishing minimum standards with regard to the definition of criminal offences and penalties, as this area of crime falls outside the scope of Article 83 TFEU. However, the EU has adopted legal measures in the field of criminal and civil justice that will support and protect effectively the rights of victims and in particular those who are victim of gender-based violence: Directive 2011/36/EU on trafficking in human beings, Directive 2011/93/EU fighting against the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, Directive 2011/99/EU on the European Protection Order applicable in criminal matters complemented by the Regulation 606/2013/EU applicable in civil matters, and Directive 2012/29/EU on the rights of crime victims.

Besides legislation, the Commission works to improving knowledge and data collection and puts in place prevention actions, such as awareness raising activities, exchanges of good practice and projects funding at grass-root level. In 2013, the Commission launched a restricted call for proposals for € 3.7 million in funding, to support Member States' activities to raise awareness on violence against women (under the PROGRESS program). Women with disabilities were specifically mentioned as a possible target group. A further € 11.4 million will be awarded to NGOs under the DAPHNE III Program with a specific priority on violence against the most vulnerable groups of women, for example women with disabilities. Through this call, civil society organisations will also have the opportunity to develop awareness-raising activities.

Gender is among the core social variables included in all data gathered by the Commission. Combined with the Minimum European health module (MEHM) that is included in surveys such as European health interview survey (EHIS) or the Survey of Income and Living Conditions (SILC), this allows the Commission to reliably assess the situation of women with disabilities. The special ad-hoc module on disability in the Labour Force Surveys (LFS) of 2002 and 2011 provides even more detailed data.

In March 2014, the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) released the results of an EU wide survey on gender-based violence against women. This survey includes data on women’s health and disability.

Finally, and as announced in the Commission Work Programme 2014, the Commission is working on a European Accessibility Act that aims to improve the market of goods and services that are accessible for persons with disabilities and elderly persons, based on a “design for all” approach.

In summary, the Commission is already addressing the key questions raised in the Resolution.
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