Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Gender Aspects of the European Framework of National Roma Inclusion Strategies, adopted by the Commission on 11 March 2014
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4.
Subject: Gender Aspects of the European Framework of National Roma Inclusion Strategies
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament adopted a resolution on the Gender Aspects of the European Framework of National Roma Inclusion Strategies.

Parliament highlighted the fact that Roma women often face multiple, cross-sectoral discrimination on the grounds of gender and ethnic origin.

It also stressed that Roma education gaps have a marked gender dimension and that Roma women are subject to patriarchal and sexist traditions that prevent them from exercising their freedom of choice in fundamental issues of their lives, such as education, work, sexual and reproductive health, and even marriage. It therefore called for the implementation of National Roma Integration Strategies to help empower Roma women.

Parliament proposed a very broad list of measures to be implemented at Member State level or with Commission support. Most of the twenty-six measures proposed by Parliament are intended to protect and empower Roma women (and children), who often fall victim to multiple forms of discrimination, particularly in the context of the current economic crisis. It also called on the Member States to apply a gender equality perspective to all policies and practices likely to affect the Roma.

Parliament also highlighted the financial dimension by calling for full use to be made of the opportunities offered by the Structural Funds, in particular the European Social Fund (ESF), to improve the education and employment prospects for girls.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomed Parliament's resolution, sharing its concerns about protecting and empowering Roma women.

On 9 December 2013, less than 6 months after the Commission made its proposal, the Council adopted a recommendation on 'effective Roma integration measures in the Member States'.
 This recommendation is the first non-binding European legislative act in the field of Roma integration. A whole series of measures are recommended to the Member States in the key areas of health, education, employment and housing. The text also deals with horizontal issues such as the predicament of Roma women and children. The importance of the gender dimension is stressed from the very first article of the recommendation.

The Commission welcomes the support provided by Parliament during the process of adopting this Council recommendation.

The Commission will continue to assess the progress that the Member States have made, both in its annual reports monitoring the EU Framework (the next one will be published in spring 2014) and in connection with the European semester for economic policy coordination. 

On 4 April 2014, the third Roma Summit will take place in Brussels and will be attended by key figures from the Member States and candidate countries, international organisations, civil society, the European Parliament and the Commission. This summit will give participants the opportunity to reaffirm their commitment to Roma integration and to explore the possibilities for specific action at local level.

Moreover, during the period 2014-2020, the EU Structural Funds, and the European Social Fund in particular, will provide more support for Roma inclusion than in previous programming periods. Marginalised communities such as the Roma will be a specific investment priority. In order to secure adequate financial resources, the Member States must earmark at least 20 % of their European Social Fund allocation for social inclusion.
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