ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of research, studies, pupil exchange, remunerated and unremunerated training, voluntary service and au pairing (recast)
1.
Rapporteur: Cecilia WIKSTRÖM (ALDE/SE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0377/2013 / P7_TA(2014)0122

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 February 2014

4.
Subject: Conditions of entry and residence for third-country nationals

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0081(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 79(2) TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept almost all amendments.
The Parliament resolution takes a very favourable stance on the Commission proposal, with amendments being proposed that increase the level of ambition of the Commission proposal. This is the case for amendments proposed in the areas of equal treatment, intra-EU mobility provisions, the possibility for job-seeking or to set up a business, waiving of the evidence of sufficient resources in certain cases, the option to waive fees, procedural guarantees and a fast-track procedure.

The Commission can only accept part of the amendments made on the grounds for refusal, withdrawal or non-renewal (amendments 40, 41, 42, 55, 56), as these should be aligned, where relevant, with the other Directives agreed (Directive on intra-corporate transferees) or formally adopted (Directive on seasonal workers).

The Commission can only partly support the amendment proposed regarding more favourable conditions (amendment 25), as allowing too much flexibility in this area could undermine the objective of the harmonization of rules between Member States.

The Commission cannot accept the amendment that proposes the exclusion of “public health” from the grounds for refusal of an admission (amendment 10), as this would create a deviation from existing acquis, including legislation most recently adopted (Directive on seasonal workers).

The Commission cannot support the addition of “students” in recital 36 (amendment 15), as this is not necessary in substance. 

Finally, as it stands, the Commission also does not support the change proposed to Article 6 (amendment 26) in which the Parliament resolution deviates from the standard language used in the legal migration acquis.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission does not intend to present an amended proposal, but within the discussions in the Council framework, the Commission will indicate its position on Parliament's first reading amendments, with the aim of facilitating an agreement at second reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council is expected to adopt its common position at the earliest in June.

