ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending certain Directives in the fields of environment, agriculture, social policy and public health by reason of the change of status of Mayotte with regard to the Union
1.
Rapporteur: Matthias GROOTE (S&D/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0399/2013 / P7_TA(2013)0589
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 December 2013
4.
Subject: Transitional measures in the fields of environment, agriculture, social policy and public health by reason of the change of status of Mayotte with regard to the Union
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0192(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2), Article 114, Article 153(2), Article168 and Article 192(1) of the TFEU (the Council has replaced these legal bases with Article 349 TFEU)
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
8.
Commission's position:
Amendments 1 to 4 are intended to insert some precisions in recitals 1, 4, 6 and 7 of the proposal. The Commission can accept these amendments.
Amendments 5 to 10 relate to Directive 91/271/EEC concerning the treatment of urban waste water (UWWTD).
Amendments 6, 7, 9 and 10 are acceptable.
Amendments 5 and 8 cannot be accepted since it would make Directive 91/271/EEC internally incoherent: even if the changes were adopted, Mayotte’s obligations would remain the same. The resulting ambiguity and lack of legal certainty affect the achievement of other objectives in the proposal, including some essential for the development of Mayotte (e.g. the quality of bathing waters or the Good Environmental Status of all waters in 2021).
Amendment 11 refers to Council Directive 1999/74/EC of 19 July 1999 laying down minimum standards for the protection of laying hens and, in particular, to the period in which laying hens may continue to be reared in cages as referred to in the chapter where the relevant provision is inserted. The prolongation until 31 December 2017 is acceptable.
Amendment 12 refers to the entry into force and the application of this Directive. The Commission can accept this amendment (entry into force on the following day of its publication, application from 1 January 2014).
It has to be noted however that the Council has already adopted this Directive as a Council Directive on the basis of Article 349 TFEU.
9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: The Commission does not intend to amend its proposal at this stage, as the act has already been adopted by the Council and the legislative procedure has been concluded.
In all stages of the legislative procedure in the Council, the Commission has inserted a declaration in the respective minutes of the meetings. The declaration reads as follows: "The Commission maintains its view that the legal bases referred to in its proposals are the correct ones and considers that Article 349 TFEU is not the right legal basis for the above-mentioned amendments. The Commission, therefore, reserves the right to make use of all the legal means at its disposal."
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: In changing the legal bases (from the sectoral bases to the sole Article 349 TFEU), the Council changed at the same time the approval procedure (from ordinary legislative procedure to special legislative procedure, with consultation of the EP). The Council adopted Council Directive 2013/64/EU on this basis on 17 December 2013.
