Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on the EU Justice Scoreboard – civil and administrative justice in the Member States, adopted by the Commission on 15 April 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Tadeusz ZWIEFKA (EPP/PL)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0442/2013 / P7_TA(2014)0064

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 February 2014

4.
Subject: the EU Justice Scoreboard

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution takes note of the EU Justice Scoreboard with great interest and recognises the link between efficient and independent justice systems, in particular in the civil commercial and administrative area, and a good business environment, as well as with mutual trust. It calls on the Commission to take this exercise forward in accordance with the Treaties and in consultation with the Member States, avoiding duplication of work, cooperating with CEPEJ and considering the differences between national judicial systems. The Resolution lauds the efforts of the Commission to provide measurable data. The resolution refers to training in EU law, alternative dispute resolution procedures and ICT as elements that improve the functioning of judicial systems, and calls for more data on cross-border cases.

The Resolution calls specifically on the Commission to discuss the proposed method at an early date in a transparent procedure involving the Member States; to take into greater consideration the differences between national judicial systems when gathering data and setting benchmarks; to give equal consideration to monistic and dualistic systems in the field of company law; to encourage mutual understanding and cooperation between national judicial systems including by means of networks of contact judges; and to consider cross-border mediation procedures in the next exercise.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomes the European Parliament Resolution on the EU Justice Scoreboard, its support for this tool and the call to take it forward involving all Member States and ensuring equality of treatment between them. The Commission will take into account the Resolution in the development of the future EU Justice Scoreboards.

The Commission has already taken several steps to strengthen the involvement of Member States in the process and the contextualization, quality and availability of relevant data. To this end, the Commission has set up a group of contact persons from Member States on judicial systems in the context of the preparation of the 2014 Justice Scoreboard. Member States were asked to designate one participant from the ministry of justice and one from the judiciary. Two meetings of the group already took place to discuss the question of the availability of data and exchange best practices on the collection of data on the judiciary.

The Commission has continued cooperation with CEPEJ, as suggested in the Resolution, after some Member States lifted the blockage at Council of Europe level. It is essential that Member States themselves make this cooperation possible by providing timely and good quality data and participating in the exercise.

The Commission confirms that the gathering of objective, comparable and reliable data on the effectiveness of justice systems covering all Member States and all relevant fields remains a challenge. The Commission will strengthen dialogue at technical level, through the group of contact persons, as well as cooperation with European networks in the area of justice in order to make progress.

Finally, the Commission also welcomes the encouragement to give greater importance to alternative dispute resolution methods, training of legal professionals, especially in the field of EU and comparative law, and to the development of ICT tools in courts. The Commission agrees these are elements that can help to improve the quality and efficiency of judicial systems.
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