Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the progress made in the implementation of the National Roma Integration Strategies, adopted by the Commission on 11 March 2014
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0555/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0594
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: Wednesday Thursday 12 December 2013

4.
Subject: Progress made in the implementation of National Roma Integration Strategies

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

Parliament adopted a resolution prepared by its Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs on the progress made in the implementation of the National Roma Integration Strategies. The resolution lists some 26 measures to be implemented by the Member States, with the Commission's support, to improve the predicament of the Roma and help them to integrate.

Parliament condemned discrimination and racism against Roma and called on the Commission to set up an effective EU-wide monitoring system covering the fundamental rights of Roma, anti-Roma incidents and hate crime against Roma, and to take strong action in cases of violations of the fundamental rights of Roma in the Member States.

It called on the Member States to investigate and put an end to ethnic profiling, police abuse and other human rights violations against Roma, to ensure that bias-motivated offences are punishable and are recorded and investigated properly and that victims are offered proper assistance and protection.

With regard to financing, Parliament called on the Commission and the Member States to ensure sufficient funding to build a strong Roma civil society with the capacity, knowledge and expertise to undertake monitoring and evaluation. It called on the Commission to define a timeline and clear and measurable targets and indicators for the implementation of the National Roma Integration Strategies for the Member States. It considered it imperative that the Commission continue to assess the manner in which the Member States spend Union funding. The MEPs also called on the Member States to mobilise sufficient budgetary resources from their national budget and from EU programmes to carry out the objectives identified in their National Roma Integration Strategies. Parliament also called on the Member States to continue to evaluate the manner in which they spend European funds for Roma integration and the impact of their national policies on Roma living conditions.

Through the measures proposed, Parliament stressed the need to incorporate the gender dimension into the National Roma Integration Strategies and to ensure the protection of personal data.

Parliament also proposed a series of measures in key areas including education (particularly to prevent segregation and the unlawful placement of Roma children in special schools), employment and health.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission welcomed Parliament's resolution, sharing its concerns with regard to continuing and improving the Roma integration process.

On 9 December 2013, less than 6 months after the Commission made its proposal, the Council adopted a recommendation on 'effective Roma integration measures in the Member States'.
 This recommendation is the first non-binding European legislative act in the field of Roma integration. A whole series of measures are recommended to the Member States in the key areas of health, education, employment and housing. The text also deals with horizontal issues such as the situation of Roma women and children. The recommendation is underpinned by the same rationale as the resolution

The Commission welcomes the support provided by Parliament during the process of adopting this Council recommendation.

The Commission will continue to assess the progress that the Member States have made, both in its annual reports monitoring the EU Framework (the next one will be published in spring 2014) and in connection with the European semester for economic policy coordination.

On 4 April 2014, the third Roma Summit will take place in Brussels and will be attended by key figures from the Member States and candidate countries, international organisations, civil society, the European Parliament and the Commission. This summit will give participants the opportunity to reaffirm their commitment to Roma integration and to explore the possibilities for specific action at local level.

Moreover, during the period 2014-2020, the EU Structural Funds, and the European Social Fund in particular, will provide more support for Roma inclusion than in previous programming periods. Marginalised communities such as the Roma will be a specific investment priority. In order to secure adequate financial resources, the Member States must earmark at least 20 % of their European Social Fund allocation for social inclusion.

In terms of fundamental rights, the Commission constantly monitors compliance with European legislation in the Member States (be it with regard to the free movement of persons, non-discrimination or the protection of personal data) and takes appropriate action vis-à-vis Member States that fail to comply.

The Commission condemns all forms of racism and closely monitors any incidents that occur in the Member States. Furthermore, the Council recommendation calls on the Member States to combat stereotyping or stigmatising language against Roma as well as all other forms of discrimination, particularly school segregation and the unlawful placement of Roma children in special needs schools, in breach of Directive 2000/43, which applies in particular to education.

Finally, the Commission shares Parliament's view that Roma integration is a two-way process with each party bearing responsibilities in line with their capabilities and resources.
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