Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Green Infrastructure – Enhancing Europe’s Natural Capital, adopted by the Commission on 11 March 2014
1.
Political Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B7-0549/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2013)0600

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 12 December 2013

4.
Subject: Green Infrastructure policy

5.
Background of the Resolution:
The Commission adopted a strategy on Green Infrastructure on 6 May 2013 entitled "Green Infrastructure (GI) – Enhancing Europe's Natural Capital" in the form of a Communication to the European institutions (COM(2013) 249).

In addition to the resolution of the European Parliament, the Committee of the Regions' opinion on Green Infrastructure was adopted on 08 October 2013. The European Economic and Social Committee adopted its opinion on 16-17 October 2013. The Lithuanian Presidency organised a lunch discussion during the Environment council of 14 October 2013 which the Commission attended. This Council discussion and the opinions of both Committees were very supportive of the Commission's initiative.

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution endorses and strongly supports the Commission Communication on Green Infrastructure, acknowledging in particular the multiple benefits associated with GI, in particular economic benefits. The Resolution emphasizes the positive contribution that GI can have in relation to climate change mitigation and adaptation (points 11, 13, 15), as well as its potential role in integrated coastal development and maritime spatial planning (points 12, 17).

The Parliament also supports the active integration of Green Infrastructure as part of the delivery of the Cohesion Policy, especially in the urban environment, and in the Common Agriculture Policy, in particular through Ecological Focus Areas (points 10, 18). It asks the Commission to support guidance on prioritising Green Infrastructure in spatial and land use planning, and calls for monitoring (points 9, 10, 23).

The Resolution highlights the role of Member States in facilitating the involvement of civil society in decision-making, and calls on the Member States to invest in training and capacity building for Green Infrastructure (points 9, 26).

The Commission is encouraged to enhance research, data collection and better understanding, in particular with regard to the mapping and assessment of ecosystems and ecosystem services linked to Green Infrastructure. Innovation, education, capacity building, dissemination and awareness raising should be promoted, and guidance for integrating Green Infrastructure into relevant policy areas be issued (points 20, 23, 24).

The Commission and the EIB are called upon to quickly establish and operationalize a financing facility (point 22). A TEN-G scheme should be developed (point 28).

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Green Infrastructure Communication foresees a series of actions which provide an enabling framework combining policy signals, technical or scientific actions, and better access to finance. The strategy will be implemented within the context of existing legislation, policy instruments and funding mechanisms. The Communication also foresees that the Commission should, by the end of 2017, review progress on developing Green Infrastructure and publish a report on lessons learnt, together with recommendations for future action.

Integration into sector policies and issuing guidance (points 9-13, 15, 17, 18, 23):

The Commission is preparing a guidance document on integrating Green Infrastructure into climate change adaptation policies – two guidance documents on Cohesion and Structural Policy have already been issued. Furthermore, the Commission is assessing whether guidance on prioritising Green Infrastructure in spatial planning and in urban development could deliver additional benefits. The Commission is preparing a further guidance document on the integration of Green Infrastructure into the CAP, in particular through the implementation of Ecological Focus Areas, and is also assessing how to develop information on CAP funding in support of Green Infrastructure. Integration of Green Infrastructure into coastal management and maritime spatial planning will be continued.

Engaging different levels, training and capacity building (points 9, 20, 23-24, 26):

The Commission is looking at ways to strengthen the involvement of national, regional and local authorities in implementing Green Infrastructure, in particular through facilitating participative processes. It encourages Member States to invest in training and capacity building for Green Infrastructure, through adequate MFF instruments, but also through national, regional, local and private funding mechanisms.

Research, data provision and information sharing (points 20, 23, 24):

The relevant Commisison services and the EEA are looking into ways of better information-sharing on Green Infrastructure to improve decision-making. The Commission also recognised the role of Horizon 2020 for research and innovation on Green Infrastructure and will ensure that close linkages between the mapping and assessment of ecosystems and their services and Green Infrastructure are established in policy development and research. Furthermore, by 2015 the Commission will review the extent and quality of technical and spatial data available for decision-makers, and will also improve generation, analysis and dissemination of information on Green Infrastructure.

Innovative financing instruments and TEN-G (points 22, 28):

The Commission and the European Investment Bank (EIB) are looking into a number of options to establish a financing facility for natural capital-related investments, including Green Infrastructure projects. A pilot phase is to be launched in 2014. The Commission will furthermore assess the opportunities for developing an EU TEN-G initiative, developing trans-European priority axes for Green Infrastructure in Europe, with significant benefits for the resilience and vitality of Europe’s most important Green Infrastructure.
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