ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 establishing a Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of Common Fisheries Policy
1.
Rapporteur: Isabelle THOMAS (S&D/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0468/2013 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0083

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 February 2014
4.
Subject: Alignment of fisheries control regulation to TFEU

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0007(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 43.2 of the TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission welcomes the Parliament's resolution that proposes 15 amendments.

The Commission can accept partly the following 3 amendments:

Amendment 6: The Commission can support the general thrust of the amendment. However, the way 'small vessels' is expressed could be interpreted as if the size of small vessels would be naturally 10m, as currently in the existing implementing rules (Article 4(5) of Regulation (EU) No 404/2011) vessels below 10 meters fishing exclusively in territorial waters of their flag State are exempted from the obligation to have a fishing authorisation.

Amendment 8: 'The measures to be taken in case of a failure or non-functioning of the satellite-tracking device', 'the non-receipt of data' and 'the access to data by the Commission' need to be adopted via delegated acts and not through implementing powers, in order to avoid inconsistency with the relevant rules for electronic recording and reporting system (see proposed Articles 15(9), 22(7), 24(8)).

Amendment 15: The principle of a delegation that is limited in time with an automatic extension can be accepted. However, that period should be as long as possible. Not favourable to the deletion of references of certain delegated powers (see amendments 7, 8, 10, 11). As to the proposed report on the exercise of delegated powers, there is a certain parallelism with the obligation of the Commission under Art. 118(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 that obliges the Commission to evaluate the impact of that regulation on the CFP. This could be combined.

The Commission cannot accept the following 12 amendments:

Amendments 1, 3, 4, 7, 10: These proposed amendments concern detailed rules that supplement or amend non-essential elements of the fisheries control regulation. They need therefore to be delegated acts.

Amendment 2: Extensive consultation of stakeholders is the Commission's standard practice. In line with the common understanding on delegated acts the consultation of Advisory Councils should be reflected in a separate recital.

Amendment 5: The amendment is based on the assumption that the Commission is planning to revise the Control Regulation anytime soon. Before any such revision the evaluation of the impact of the Control Regulation on the Common Fisheries Policy according to Article 118(3) CR would need to be undertaken. This evaluation is foreseen for 2016.

Amendment 9: In accordance with the Treaty, stakeholders are not formal actors in the legislative process for the adoption of law.

Amendment 11: The amendment would create an inconsistency of these rules with rules in Articles 15(9) and 22(7) of Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009.
Amendment 12: This additional wording is not foreseen in the Common Understanding on Delegated acts agreed by the three Institutions and might create legal ambiguity.

Amendment 13: STECF is part of the Commission, and legislation should not refer to entities internal to the Commission. Furthermore, it should not specifically be referred to as the only source of scientific evaluation. This would limit the sources of possible scientific advice for the legislative initiatives.

Amendment 14: Art. 58(10)(g) of Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 was recently amended in the Regulation (EU) No 1379/2013 on the common organisation of markets for fisheries products, maintaining the possibility of detailed rules in the Control Regulation. In a statement adopted on the occasion of the adoption of the Regulation (EU) No 1379/2013 the European Parliament and the Council invited the Commission to adopt the necessary amendments to the detailed rules of the Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 as regards the mandatory information to the consumer in order to take into account the provisions of that Regulation and the Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009, as amended, itself. For this delegated acts are required.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: Awaiting Council 1st reading position.

