ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council repealing Regulation (EEC) no 1192/69 of the Council on common rules for the normalisation of the accounts of railway undertakings

1.
Rapporteur: Jaromír KOHLÍČEK (GUE/NGL/CZ)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0472/2013 / P7_TA(2014)0152
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 February 2014

4.
Subject: Normalisation of the accounts of railway undertakings

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0013(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 91 and 109 TFEU
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept the European Parliament amendments.
The European Parliament shares the objectives of the Commission proposal to repeal Regulation (EEC) No 1192/69 which is inconsistent and incompatible with legislative measures currently in force.

Indeed, Regulation 1192/69 on common rules for the normalisation of the accounts of railway undertakings establishes cases where a railway undertaking may apply to a Member State for public funding. It was adopted before the rail market was liberalised and when rail transport in Europe was developing primarily within national borders, with integrated companies both operating rail services and managing rail infrastructure.

The European Parliament voted in favour of the repeal of regulation 1192/69 proposed by the Commission. However, it introduced an amendment to make such repeal effective only two years after the publication of the regulation in the Official Journal. 

The European Parliament amendment is acceptable to the Commission as it fulfils the objective to eliminate inconsistent legal situations, reduce administrative burden for the Member States and railway undertakings applying the Regulation and simplify EU law without entailing any costs.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the Council's position: The Council is expected to start discussions on this proposal under the Greek or Italian presidency and a Council position at first reading could be reached by the end of 2014.
