ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Union Agency for Railways and repealing Regulation (EC) No 881/2004

1.
Rapporteur: Roberts ZīLE (ECR/LV)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0016/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0151

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 February 2014

4.
Subject: railway interoperability and safety, EU Agency

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0014(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 91(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

8.
Commission's position: partially accepted.

The resolution of the Parliament on the Regulation of the European Railway Agency (ERA) partly builds on the agreed procedures dealing with vehicle authorisations and safety certificates included in the revised railway interoperability and safety directives.

Amendments which might be acceptable in principle but subject to redrafting are the following:

Amendment 44: reference to the Safety directive is not necessary for the impact assessment;
Amendment 79: the deadline for notification of national rules might be too short;

Amendment 120: might be in conflict with general Staff Regulations provisions in this respect;

Amendments 136, 137: might be in conflict with the Financial Regulation;
Amendment 146: might be partly not in line with Staff Regulations concerning Commission and Agency's staff.
Amendments that the Commission cannot support are the following:

Amendment 31: certification of all on-board staff is not desirable;
Amendments 35 and 38: it is not reasonably practicable to have all MS represented in such working parties;
Amendment 40: consultation of social partners from all MS is not practicable and not realistic;
Amendments 49 and 62: new derogation for isolated networks with regards to the single safety certificate and authorisation for placing on the market. This is not acceptable as it would create a derogatory regime for the rail network of Baltic States, only on the basis of its technical differences (mainly its track gauge). The specificities of such network should be addressed through adequate cooperation agreements between ERA and the competent authorities of the Baltic States.

Amendment 57: this is a task of the Entity in Charge of Maintenance;

Amendments 69 and 76: national rules have to cover also health and safety aspects;

Amendment 83: obligation to assist railway undertakings is conflicting with ERA limited resources;

Amendment 85: obligation to set up ERTMS test track and laboratory is conflicting with ERA limited resources;

Amendments 104-105: the deletion of the provision on the establishment of a network of investigating bodies is not acceptable. Currently an informal network of NIBs is coordinated by ERA which provides it with a secretariat. Departing from the existing practice which has proven valuable for the NIBs would be regrettable. It would undermine the overall mandate for the Agency in the area of railway safety.

Amendments 111, 112, 113, 141, 152, 153: not in line with the Joint Statement and Common Approach on agencies adopted jointly in 2012 by the Parliament, Council and the Commission and the standard wording being introduced to all agencies' regulations;

Amendment 139: this is covered by Staff Regulations and/or by vacancy notice;
Amendments 154, 156, 157: formal – exercise of delegation;
Amendments 159-161: better to avoid giving deadlines in the Regulation – might be conflicting with the ones provided in the directives.

Other amendments are considered as acceptable in principle by the Commission:

Amendments 50 and 52-56: some new tasks were given to the Agency in particular to issue recommendations on standards, training and certification of on-board personnel with safety tasks, harmonisation of national rules, opinions on interoperability constituents and setting-up of a European Vehicle Register. This is acceptable in principle but some of the proposals might have an impact on resources of the Agency which needs to be further assessed.

All other amendments not mentioned above are acceptable for the Commission.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The usefulness of a modified proposal will be assessed in the light of the progress in Council.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: General approach is to be adopted by the Transport Council on 14 March. On this basis, Council could finalise a political agreement by June 2014 and adopt its position at first reading in the second half of the year, under Italian Presidency.

