Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2013 Progress Report on Serbia, adopted by the Commission on 2 April 2014
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0006/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0039

3.

Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 January 2014

4.

Subject: 2013 Progress Report on Serbia
5.

Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reflects overall wide consensus in the European Parliament for strong support towards Serbia's European future, while at the same time emphasizing the remaining challenges along the process of accession negotiations. The resolution welcomes the agreement reached on 19 April 2013 between Serbia and Kosovo*, the decision of the Council of 28 June 2013 to open the accession negotiations with Serbia and the coming into force of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement on 1 September 2013. It warmly applauds the (then imminent) opening of the Accession negotiations with Serbia at the IGC on 21 January 2014. The resolution also calls on Serbian authorities to focus on the improvement of the deteriorated economic situation and double its efforts to accelerate the pace of reforms in the area of rule of law, in particular judiciary, fight against corruption and organised crime, human rights and protection of minorities.

6.
Reply to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The report is largely in line with the Commission's position and reinforces its message on substantial progress achieved, but also indicates the areas that require outmost attention, such as judiciary, anti-corruption, public administration reform, media freedom, anti-discrimination policy and protection of minorities. The Commission takes good note of the European Parliament's strong wish to see Serbia moving towards its European future. Serbia’s engagement in the dialogue will remain essential. The Commission will continue to closely monitor and assess Serbia's progress in complying with the membership criteria and in particular the state of play in the key areas of judiciary, fight against corruption and organised crime, human rights and protection of minorities. The Stabilisation and Association Agreement that entered into force on 1 September 2013 marks the new phase in EU-Serbia relations, and together with the screening exercise will help the Commission to monitor Serbia's efforts along the accession negotiations and assess its performance in the Commission's next progress report.
------------

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.
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