ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 471/2009 on Community statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries as regards conferring of delegated and implementing powers upon the Commission for the adoption of certain measures

1.
Rapporteur: Vital MOREIRA (S&D/PT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0042/2014 / P7_TA (2014)0226
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2014

4.
Subject: Alignment of Regulation (EC) No 471/2009 to Lisbon Treaty

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2013/0279(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 338(1) TFEU
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.
In particular, amendments 1 and 2 aim at deleting the comitology powers proposed by the Commission.

Amendments 3 and 4 aim at deleting the reference to the ESSC for comitology proposed by the Commission.

Amendment 5 proposes to adopt the “rules with respect to the further specification of the data referred to in paragraph 1 and with respect to the measures relating to the codes to be used for these data" by delegated acts, instead of implementing act as in the Commission's proposal.

Amendment 6 proposes to adopt the "rules on the linking of the data and these statistics to be compiled” by delegated acts instead of implementing act as in the Commission's proposal (the linking of the data).
Amendment 7 concerns the empowerment to adopt delegated acts for a determined period (five years). This amendment is not in line with the original proposal (undetermined period).
Amendment 8 proposes the deletion of comitology powers in general. This is not only contrary to the Commission's initial proposal but would affect also the existing references to the examination procedure in the current Regulation (EC) No 471/2009. In particular, Articles 6(1), 7(3), 8(3) and 9(3), referring to the examination procedure (ex-regulatory procedure), are still in force and excluded from the alignment exercise.

This amendment must also be seen together with the amendments 1-6.

Amendment 9 foresees that the Regulation “shall be consolidated with the Regulation amended by it within three months of its entry into force”. It is not acceptable to create such a practice. First, the final provision on entry into force should not include other elements than the date of entry into force and, where necessary, the date of application, in order to not create confusion about the entry into force being conditional upon anything else but the publication in OJ. Secondly, the legislator should not intervene in this way in the work of OPOCE which is governed by inter-institutional rules (Decision 2009/496/EC, Euratom of 26 June 2009).

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will not amend its proposal.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council Working Party on Statistics discussed the proposal for the first time on 28 March, then on 28 April and 28 May 2014. On 11 June 2014, Coreper mandated the Presidency to pursue negotiations with the European Parliament with a view to reaching an early second reading agreement.
