ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on amending Council Regulation (EC) No 1198/2006 as regards certain provisions relating to financial management for certain Member States experiencing or threatened with serious difficulties with respect to their financial stability
1.
Rapporteur: Maria do Céo PATRÃO NEVES (EPP/PT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0046/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0111
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 February 2014

4.
Subject: Member States experiencing or threatened with serious difficulties with respect to their financial stability

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0200(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 43(2) of the TFUE
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission welcomes the Parliament's resolution and it is in a position to accept the proposed seven amendments to the text. Key amendments to the text:

Amendment 4 on the Criteria of Member States benefitting from the increase of co‑financing rate: The Commission could accept the amendment, since the previous amendment of the EFF Regulation introducing the top-up mechanism was established until 31 December 2013, this provision establishes the link and the continuity of the mechanism. The amendment of the cohesion policy general regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1297/2013) introduced an identical provision. The deadline of 21 of December 2013 in the cohesion policy regulation does not make a difference in terms of the Member States potentially benefiting from the mechanism compared to the deadline of 31 December 2013 in case of the EFF regulation. Therefore, the Commission will ensure coherence and uniform treatment of Member States benefiting from the top-up by accepting this amendment.
Amendment 6 on the Deletion of the deadline for submission of requests: The amendment is acceptable for the Commission as it allows for those Member States that are already under a financial adjustment programme but have not yet applied for the top-up mechanism to reconsider their position and submit their application. This provision is in line with the principle of equal treatment of Member States for the overlapping period in between the two programming periods (2014-2016).

Amendment 7: Introduction of a date of application: The Commission accepts this amendment as it ensures continuity of the provision of the Regulation after 31 December 2013.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Amendment of the proposal is not foreseen.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council has adopted the proposal on 11 March 2014.

