
Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the evaluation of the Union's finances based on the results achieved: a new tool for the European Commission's improved discharge procedure, adopted by the Commission on 28 May 2014
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6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution recalls earlier comments made in the EU budget Discharge Reports and points out that the Article 318 TFEU Evaluation Report complements the compliance approach of the Discharge Procedure. Parliament takes the view that the Article 318 Evaluation Report should not produce another set of partial evaluations, either mid-term or ex-post, pointing to the need to get a clear overall view each year of the real extent to which the Union’s main objectives have been achieved. This should be provided, in a first step, by an evaluation of the main financial programmes and, in a second step, by a cross-cutting evaluation, assessing to what extent the programmes have contributed to achieving the Europe 2020 objectives. Parliament welcomes that the Commission intends to structure and base its evaluation report on the new performance framework for the next MFF and points out that such a performance framework should focus on the following three main elements: achievement of the programme objectives (results), sound programme management by the Commission and the Member States, and the way in which programme results and sound management contribute to the Union’s main objectives.

Parliament makes two requests to the Commission:

It urges the Commission to use specific information on the achievements of the Member States in its evaluation of the financial achievements of the Union (point 9).

It calls on the Commission to submit to Parliament and to the Council the evaluation report on the Union’s finances based on the results achieved, as provided for in the second paragraph of Article 318 TFEU, before 30 June of the year following the financial year which is the subject of the report (point 19).

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Concerning the request to use specific information on the achievements of Member States, the Commission can confirm that the Article 318 Evaluation Report will continue to use information taken from national reports on the implementation of programmes under shared management. The Commission's reporting under Article 318 is based on the monitoring, reporting and evaluation provisions laid down in the legal acts supporting the financial programmes. For example, the Regulation laying down common provisions for the European Structural and Investment Funds (Reg. 1303/2013) clearly spells out that the Commission has to provide to Parliament summary reports based on the annual implementation reports of Member States (Article 53). These reports will feed into the Article 318 Evaluation Report.

In relation to the request to adopt the Article 318 Evaluation Report before 30 June, the Commission can confirm that future Evaluation Reports are planned for adoption in parallel with the Commission's Synthesis reports on its management achievements in June of the year following the financial year which is the subject of the report. It points out that the Evaluation Report on the financial year 2012 was adopted before 30 June 2013.

The Commission would like to recall its report on the follow-up to the discharge for the year 2011 (COM(2013) 668 final) where the Commission sets out how it intends to improve performance reporting in the Article 318 Evaluation Report. It will integrate performance information from the Strategic Planning and Programming Cycle in the Evaluation report. Reporting will be deepened in the Annual Activity Reports of the Commission's Directors General on how the financial and human resources have been used to achieve the policy objectives, on progress and how these policies have generated EU added value. More progress and performance information will be used in the Evaluation Report, including the results of, and actions taken following, performance audits carried out. Finally on EU 2020, the MFF 2014-2020 provides the opportunity for stronger monitoring and evaluation arrangements to feed better reporting. The Commission will report on progress in achieving the objectives of the new financial programmes which are designed to contribute to the achievement of the Europe 2020 targets.
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