SPECIALE LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE - CONSULTATION

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC on the common system of value added tax as regards a standard VAT return

1.
Rapporteur: Ivo STREJČEK (ECR/CZ)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0090/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0138

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 February 2014

4.
Subject: Standard VAT return

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2013/0343(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 113 TFUE

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)

8.
Commission’s position:
The Commission can accept in principle amendments 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7 and will defend them in the negotiations in Council. The Commission will however not table a modified proposal.

The Commission cannot accept amendment 4 calling tax authorities to provide their officials and taxable persons with online tutorials on the appropriate use of electronic filing: In accordance with the principle of subsidiarity as laid down in Article 5 of TEU, Member States should be free to choose in which way to inform their officials and taxable persons.

The Commission cannot accept amendment 5 calling to fully harmonise the information requirements in the standard VAT return: In accordance with the principle of proportionality, as laid down in Article 5 of TEU and taking into account that VAT rules (rates, application of reverse charge etc.) in Member States are different, the information requirements are standardized but not fully harmonized.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will not introduce a modified proposal.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Negotiations are underway in Council where unanimity is required. It is however too early to predict the outcome of this process.

