Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Partnership and cooperation between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Indonesia, of the other part, with the exception of matters related to readmission, adopted by the Commission on 28 May 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Ana GOMES (S&D/PT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0093/2014 / P7_TA(2014)0141

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 February 2014

4.
Subject: EU-Indonesia partnership and cooperation agreement

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution is generally very positive about the prospects for EU-Indonesia political and economic relations while highlighting human rights concerns: i) death penalty; ii) freedom of expression and radicalisation and violence against religious minorities; and iii) allegations of human rights violations by the army and police in Papua linked to separatist activities. These issues have equally been raised consistently and repeatedly through the annual HRs Dialogue – four of which have been held to date. The Dialogue is a two-way street and an opportunity to raise respective questions of both sides.

The resolution invites the Commission to take forward and strengthen cooperation with Indonesia in numerous sectors under the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The following actions may be identified in correspondence with paragraphs of the resolution.

(d) Environmental Technical Assistance and Information Exchange Facility (ENV – TAIEF)

Indonesia is a potential beneficiary of the Environmental Technical Assistance and Information Exchange Facility (TAIEF) launched this year by the European Commission, based on the approach successfully applied in the countries bordering the EU. The Facility will run for two years and its purpose is to allow the efficient delivery of expertise on EU environment policies and instruments at short notice in response to demand from stakeholders in 17 emerging and middle-income countries in Latin America, Africa and Asia, including Indonesia. Public authorities at various levels, non-governmental and private organizations, such as professional or commercial associations from Indonesia working in the interest of setting up environmental policies and instruments, and for their implementation, may apply for TAIEF services.

TAIEF offers support for the organization of workshops, seminars, training events in the partner countries, as well as study visits in the EU, and can make arrangement for short term assistance delivered by EU Member States experts, including from European industry.

TAIEF will provide technical assistance and exchange information on EU policy approaches to green economy and resource efficiency, with a focus on EU environmental legislation. Topics may include, but are not restricted to: eco-innovation, waste management, chemicals, water, air quality, civil protection, industrial pollution prevention and control, green public procurement, policies on environmental assessments (EIA, SEA), environmental liability, forest law enforcement, governance and trade policies, including the EU timber regulation, biodiversity policies, including the protection of habitats and species and trade in endangered species, and policies on access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters.

(e), (g), (t), (ad), (af), (ag), (aj), (am) Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) – general

The Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) is as a vehicle to boost EU relations with Indonesia that will pave the way for a more mature partnership.

The PCA reflects a renewed commitment to reinforce the EU – Indonesia growing ties and to take the bilateral engagements to a higher level.

On the political side, the PCA confirms and deepens the shared political values on countering the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, on combating impunity and massive violations of human rights. The PCA gives the EU and Indonesia an instrument to address these challenges together.

On the sectoral cooperation, the PCA will give more scope for cooperation in a wide range of areas: migration, legal cooperation, customs cooperation, education, culture, energy, climate change, transport, tourism, public administration, the fight against corruption and organised crime.

The PCA is equally a reference framework, a roadmap, which will positively frame EU-Indonesia future relations. The EU looks forward to get the most out of the PCA implementation once it enters into force.

(f) Joint Committee established under the PCA

Article 41 of the PCA establishes a Joint Committee, composed of representatives of both sides at the highest possible level. The Joint Committee will meet not less often than every two years in Indonesia and Brussels alternatively. The Joint Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure at its first meeting after the entry into force of the PCA.

(f), (s) migration
Anticipating the implementation of Article 34 of the PCA on migration issues, the Commission services and Indonesian authorities are exploring possibilities for establishing a relevant cooperation framework, for instance through an EU-Indonesia Migration and Mobility Dialogue or a Common Agenda (CAMM) in line with the recent Report on the implementation of the Global Approach to Migration and Mobility 2012-2013 adopted on 21 February 2014 (COM(2014) 96 final). Such a framework would make provisions for addressing issues such as legal migration, visa, irregular migration including return and readmission, and trafficking in human beings.

(q) Indonesia's civil society

Indonesian civil society and non-governmental organisations have benefitted from EU development cooperation in the field of democracy and human rights protection and promotion through the EIDHR. Indonesia is an eligible country of action in the global EIDHR calls for proposals. Furthermore, the Country Based Support Scheme (CBSS) allocation of the EIDHR for Indonesia totalled 3.6 million EUR during 2010-2013, with an allocation of 900 000 EUR per year, financing a wide range of activities in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms, good governance and democracy, rule of law and capacity building of civil society. A call for proposals under the 2013 CBSS allocation intends to address religiously-motivated intolerance and violence through community-based dialogue, conflict prevention and conflict resolution. In addition to EIDHR projects and as part of our current bilateral cooperation, the second phase of EU support to the improvement of public financial management was approved in 2011 (10 million EUR) and a project supporting justice reform (10 million EUR) for, among others, increased oversight by civil society and fight against corruption was approved last year. Issues linked to the rule of law and fight against corruption are also being addressed through support to Non-State Actors and Local Authorities (for example, one call for proposals touching on law enforcement and justice was launched in April 2014 – overall indicative amount 850 000 EUR).

(z) Starting negotiations on a free trade agreement.

The PCA provides the framework for bilateral relations with Indonesia and paves the way for FTA talks, while going beyond the trade agenda. The two agreements should complement each other. The coherence of political and economic aspects is very important for the EU; the commercial ties under the FTA should not be seen in isolation from political objectives. When times are ripe to engage in negotiations for a possible FTA, the EU negotiators will strive to ensure consistency with this approach. In the meantime, the Commission entertains a regular dialogue with Indonesia on trade-related matters with the aim of addressing trade barriers and bilateral issues, and therefore contributing to ease trade flows and prepare the ground for increasingly strengthened relations.

(aa) Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Indonesia on forest law enforcement, governance and trade in timber products into the EU

According to Article 14 of the Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA), implementation and review of the Agreement will be governed by a Joint Implementation Committee (JIC) composed of senior officials of both Parties. Amongst its functions, the JIC shall "review and monitor the overall progress in implementing the Agreement including the functioning of the TLAS and market related measures". The JIC shall further "assess the benefits and constraints arising from the implementation of this Agreement and decide on remedial measures". The deliberations of the JIC on this subject will be taken, inter alia, on the basis of the reports from the periodic evaluation provided for at Article 15. These will be carried out at intervals of no more than 12 months. The Commission is and will be working closely with the EU Delegation to the Republic of Indonesia on the implementation of this Agreement. Regular updates on the implementation of the VPA between the EU and Indonesia will be provided to the European Parliament, including in the framework of the follow up to the resolution B7-0187/2014 on the conclusion of the Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Indonesia on forest law enforcement, governance and trade in timber products into the European Union (2013/2990(RSP).

(ad) maritime transport

The EU generally has a good relationship with Indonesia on maritime transport issues – in fact as far as we are aware industry has raised no concerns to the EU on problems faced in Indonesia.  On that basis, we will examine in due course with Indonesia, the possibility of establishing a dialogue on international maritime services.  We will continue in the meantime to liaise with the Indonesia authorities on maritime issues on an ad hoc basis.

(z), (af) tourism

Under a Public Diplomacy project (ICI+), the EU Delegation will organise "Destination Europe – the first European travel and cultural fair in Indonesia" in October 2014. The main aim of the event is to strengthen the people to people contacts, but there will be an important business angle as well, including lessons learned from Europe on eco-tourism and match-making activities between European and Indonesian companies in the travel business.

(z), (ag) Erasmus Mundus II programme

The new EU programme, Erasmus+, for education, training, youth and sport will start in 2014. It will aim at boosting skills, employability and supporting the modernisation of education, training and youth systems; continue to offer individual mobility scholarships to Indonesian students and staff to study in the EU (Action 1); and fund capacity development projects in the form of partnerships between EU and Indonesian universities aimed at modernizing higher education institutions and systems in the partner country (Action 2).

(aj) modernising public administration

The support to the modernization of Indonesia's public administrations will continue in the coming years with a project in support of the judiciary system. The intervention, approved last year, will start in 2014. Capacity building activities (training courses, workshops, certification programmes) are part of the programme.

(ak) conserve and manage in a sustainable manner natural resources and biological diversity – marine and fisheries resources

The Commission is favourable to reinforcing the EU fisheries relations with Indonesia with a view to progress on the sustainable management of fishery resources. In particular, EU-Indonesia cooperation within Regional Fisheries Management Organisations should be further continued with a view to coordinate positions. The Commission welcomes the cooperation between the EU and Indonesia in the fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing), as this has been developed in the past two years resulting in achieving tangible fundamental improvements to Indonesian fisheries management system in areas pertaining to IUU fishing. The Commission encourages further progress of Indonesia to any outstanding point relating to the fulfilment of its obligations as set by international law as flag, coastal, port or market State. EU Indonesia cooperation on fisheries issues should also be further developed in international fora.
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