Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2013 progress report on Montenegro, adopted by the Commission on 15 April 2014
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.

EP reference number: B7-0072/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0104

3.

Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 February 2014

4.

Subject: European integration process of Montnenegro
5.

Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reflects an overall solid consensus in the European Parliament for strong support to Montenegro's accession process. It also points out, however, a number of shortcomings, and calls on all stakeholders to take action to address them. The resolution draws mainly on the findings of the Commission's Progress Report on Montenegro adopted in October 2013.

The resolution notes that the EU has put the rule of law at the core of its enlargement process, and welcomes the progress made in the negotiations process, especially the opening of Chapters 23 – Judiciary and fundamental rights and 24 – Justice, freedom and security, and the Action Plans adopted by the Montenegro government in these Chapters. It also welcomes the inclusion of civil society in the negotiation structures. The resolution points out that corruption and organized crime, as well as electoral malpractice, remain serious concerns. It calls for a swift, free and fair conclusion to the judicial process on the "audio recordings affair", and calls upon the Parliament to amend the laws regulating elections and political party financing, while also supporting the Commission's call for the establishment of clear, broadly accepted delineation between public and party interests. The resolution stresses the importance of public administration reform. It also stresses the need for the Montenegro government to continue and reinforce consultations with civil society, as well as with the opposition. The resolution underlines the importance of free, independent and unbiased media, and expresses grave concern about the increase in verbal and physical intimidation of journalists.

Concerning the economy, the resolution invites the government to focus on increasing economic growth to combat poverty, to enhance efforts to tackle the informal sector and to systematically fight corruption and improve the business environment, and to implement structural reforms.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Overall comments: Concerning the rule of law issues, which are highlighted in the Resolution, the Commission will continue to monitor developments, in line with the implementation of the "new approach" on the rule of law. This will also include monitoring the implementation of the Action Plans that the government of Montenegro has adopted in the rule of law Chapters, and the progress in meeting the Interim Benchmarks set in these Chapters. The development of a solid track record in the fight against corruption and organised crime is one of the areas where the Commission will focus its monitoring. Within the framework of Chapter 23 – Judiciary and fundamental rights, the Commission will also pay particular attention to the freedom of the media.

Concerning the socio-economic issues raised in the resolution, the Commission will give priority to economic governance through the development of structural and competitiveness reform programmes, to be reviewed in the context of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement bodies. The need for sound economic governance is even more pronounced for Montenegro, given the fact that the Euro is used as single legal tender.

Comments on paragraph 20:
· "notes with satisfaction that IPA assistance works well in Montenegro; encourages both the government and the Commission to simplify the administration procedure for IPA funding, with the aim of making it more accessible to smaller and non-centralised civil organisation, trade union and other beneficiaries";

For the period 2014-2020, pre-accession assistance to Montenegro will be allocated according to the new Regulation on IPA II. The new Regulation envisages, inter alia, that the capacities of civil society organisations shall be strengthened, including, as appropriate, as direct beneficiaries of assistance.
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