Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on NAIADES II – An action programme to support inland waterway transport, adopted by the Commission on 15 April 2014
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament Rules of procedure by the Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
2. EP reference number: B7-0094/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0106

3. Date of adoption of the Resolution: 6 February 2014

4. Subject: An action programme to support inland waterway transport

5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution of the European Parliament welcomes the Commission's Communication entitled "Towards quality inland waterway transport – NAIADES II" (COM(2013) 0623, adopted on 10 September 2013, which updates and renews the NAIADES programme by 2020.

The Resolution supports the specific actions defined by the Commission in the NAIADES II action programme 2014-2020. It regrets nevertheless that the NAIADES II proposal would not be accompanied with adequate and dedicated funding to achieve the goals of the action programme, and calls for a well-structured policy with achievable short- and mid-term goals and a concrete roadmap. On the other hand, the Resolution highlights the fact that the Connecting Europe Facility gives funding priority to the development of infrastructure for the greener modes of transport, such as inland waterways, and stresses the importance of providing appropriate funding for new technology, innovation and sustainable freight transport services under the existing EU programmes such as the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), Horizon 2020 and the Cohesion Funds.

The European Parliament underlines the importance of high-quality infrastructure as a condition for developing and integrating inland waterway transport and inland ports into the trans-European transport network (TEN-T) and welcomes the fact that inland waterways have been embedded in six of the nine core network corridors of the TEN-T.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission welcomes the Resolution of the European Parliament which supports the NAIADES II action programme 2014-2020.

The Parliament calls for a well-structured policy with achievable short- and mid-term goals and a concrete roadmap. NAIADES II is just that: an ambitious programme which sets objectives and a roadmap with concrete measures and a corresponding indicative time table providing a perspective of concrete short and mid-term results in six key areas of intervention: infrastructure, innovation, markets, environment, jobs and skills, and multimodal integration. These are not only measures to be taken by the Commission but also by the sector and the Member States. The Commission will closely monitor together with the stakeholders the implementation of all actions foreseen under the six areas of intervention.

The Parliament asks the Commission to speed up the actions in support of integrated multimodal transport governance. The Commission has already started with the evaluation of the RIS policy, with the preparation of guidelines for the integration of inland navigation in the TEN-T multimodal corridors and with the revision of the market observation services, in accordance with the NAIADES II action programme.

The Parliament calls on the Commission to support the uptake of best practice on integrating inland waterway transport services into the multimodal chains. The Commission is considering action to this effect in cooperation with the European inland ports.

The Parliament regrets that the NAIADES II proposal would not be accompanied with adequate and dedicated funding. The Commission points out that infrastructure and related services will be supported from CEF, which has allocated 26.25 billion for transport, including specific allocations for bottleneck projects and cross-border projects as well as for projects related to telematics applications, sustainable freight, new technologies and innovation such as low carbon transport. As highlighted by the Parliament, inland navigation features are one of the priorities of CEF, and the sector is therefore well positioned to benefit from these substantial funds. In addition, 6 billion euros are available for the thematic priority for transport from the Cohesion Policy instruments, which provides for complementary funding to the CEF. Research, new technologies and innovation will be supported from HORIZON 2020, which has allocated 6.3 billion euros to transport. The work programme 2014-2015 already allocates 20-40 million to waterborne vessels, on top of horizontal actions such as infrastructure, logistics and intelligent transport systems from which inland waterways can benefit. As a general rule, as these funds cover all modes of transport, the actual allocation for the inland waterway sector will depend upon the quality and maturity of projects from the sector.

The Parliament urges the Commission to come forward with options on how to leverage the reserve funds. The Commission will further investigate such options together with the sector and the Member States.

The Commission welcomes and supports the Parliament's invitation to Member States to further develop national strategies to stimulate inland waterway transport, taking into account the European Action Programme, and to encourage regional, local and port authorities to do likewise. The Commission will integrate this element into the monitoring of the implementation of NAIADES II.
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