
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Pakistan’s regional role and political relations with the EU, adopted by the Commission on 25 June 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Boris ZALA(S&D/SK)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0117/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0208

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2014

4.
Subject: Pakistan

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution sets out a wide-ranging overview of Pakistan in the South Asia region, the economic, trade, social, political and security situation in the country, its relations in the region and with the European Union. The resolution acknowledges the significance of the 2013 elections in consolidating democracy. It recognizes the progress in relations with India, the growing economic interests of China in Pakistan, Pakistan’s contribution to reconciliation processes in Afghanistan and its potential to promote regional stability. The resolution also details many areas in which the state is weak and where progress is lacking, including fiscal reform, economic development, education, welfare, governance, and tackling extremism. It calls on Pakistan to address the many challenges, including to ensure disaster preparedness; engage further in the fight against extremism; tackle inequality issues that might contribute to growth in extremism; tackle wide-ranging concerns about human rights; reform or repeal the blasphemy laws; and effectively implement international human rights, labour and environment conventions, among other issues. The resolution also highlights the role of the EU-Pakistan five-year Engagement Plan as a framework to build a strategic relationship, and urges for more progress in all areas of the plan.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The following responses refer to the paragraph numbers in the resolution.

Paragraphs 17 and 32: The European Commission is currently setting up the monitoring mechanism intended for GSP+ beneficiaries under the reformed GSP scheme. All beneficiaries, at the time of their application, have signed a binding undertaking to cooperate with the Commission in the framework of this mechanism; the Commission will make sure that this commitment is respected. The Commission will regularly update the European Parliament on the results of the monitoring process; in particular, Article 14 of the GSP Regulation 978/2012 provides that, by 1 January 2016 and every two years thereafter, the European Commission shall present to the European Parliament and to the Council a report on the status of ratification of the relevant conventions, the compliance of the GSP+ beneficiary countries with any reporting obligations under those conventions and the status of the effective implementation thereof.

The Commission will continue its cooperation with Pakistan, in particular on education and on good governance, including democracy-building. Already under the past seven-year development programme 2007-2013, several large education programmes on the provincial level have been initiated, and these will be continued during the new seven-year programming period 2014-2020, while new programmes for a broader region in Pakistan will be initiated. The same holds for development cooperation that entails the support for democratic institutions, human rights and the rule of law. Climate change issues will be properly integrated and mainstreamed and also be taken up at regional level. The Commission will remain vigilant and report to the Parliament whenever needed.

Paragraph 22 of the resolution: The EU pursues a comprehensive approach to cooperation with Pakistan. As a result of agreement on the EU-Pakistan five-year Engagement Plan, since 2012 development cooperation, trade, security cooperation and political dialogues have come under a single political framework. An objective of this is to synergize policies and instruments and ensure a nuanced and multi-dimensional policy towards Pakistan. At the same time, development aid is, first and foremost, for those most in need. Where possible, the EU identifies and explores synergies with other areas.

Paragraph 23 of the resolution: The EU will continue to contextualize and embed policy towards Pakistan in a broad strategy for the region. The EU holds regular high-level meetings with the Central and South Asian countries to discuss regional and bilateral coordination issues among other matters, including with respect to the situation in Afghanistan. Within the Asian regional programme of the EU, there is a focus on regional integration including trade related assistance, promotion of a green economy and aid to uprooted people. The Commission will also promote cooperation within SAARC not just at institutional level but also through civil society.
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