
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the role of property rights, property ownership and wealth creation in eradicating poverty and fostering sustainable development in developing countries, adopted by the Commission on 25 June 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Nirj DEVA (ECR/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0118/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0250

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 13 March 2014

4.
Subject: The role of land property rights in developing countries

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEVE)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution stresses that land tenure systems recognizing the ownership and access rights of farmers are essential to the development of an efficient, sustainable and inclusive agriculture and for food and nutrition security, and that a variety of instruments, tools and processes should be used to build ad-hoc responses at country level.

The resolution commends the EU’s participation in global land initiatives and calls for increasing the scope and visibility of its approach (paragraphs 36 and 40) and provides general guidance (paragraph 38). It calls specifically for the Commission to act on regulating large scale land acquisitions (paragraphs 10 and 14), supporting capacities of national stakeholders (paragraphs 27, 28 and 30) and promoting gender equality (paragraphs 32, 33, 42, 47 and 48). It recommends the inclusion of an objective on sound land management in the post-2015 agenda.

The Commission generally agrees with these orientations.

7.
Response to the requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In terms of visibility (paragraph 36):

Commissioner Piebalgs opened a high level Conference on "Property rights, Land tenure security; the missing key to eradicating poverty", on 9 April 2014, in Brussels.

The Conference was co-organised by MEP Nirj Deva, and DG DEVCO, with the participation of two Commissioners, three African Ministers, and Directors and Heads of major institutions working on land governance. It was the opportunity to formally launch DG DEVCO’s Land Governance programme in Africa. This 33 million Euro support to the application of the Voluntary Guidelines on the responsible Governance of Tenure will work in ten countries, with a transversal component enhancing the capacities of the African Land Policy Initiative (LPI) in its normative and coordination role.

It is to be noted that the Commission actively participates in international events, such as the annual Land and Poverty Conference in Washington, and in coordination groups to showcase its approach and results within this field. It chairs the EU Working Group on Land and has an active role in coordination at the Global Land Working Group.

On placing land rights, including property rights, at the heart of EU development policy (paragraphs 36 and 40):
The Commission will intensify its support to global initiatives such as the VGGT application, the International Land Coalition, and the LPI. It will further enhance its programmes on land tenure by increasing the number of countries supported, and will endeavour to address the issues mentioned in the resolution enhancing its programmes for land tenure, namely national capacity development for improved land legislation, tenure management and securing rights, participation of all stakeholders and gender equity (streamlined in all programmes) and large scale land-based acquisitions.

As chair of the EU Working Group on Land, it will start a consultation on the opportunity to up-date the 2004 EU Land Policy Guidelines in light of the new technologic advances in land mapping and administration.
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