
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the European gastronomic heritage: cultural and educational aspects, adopted by the Commission on 25 June 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Santiago FISAS AYXELA (EPP/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0127/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0211

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2014

4.
Subject: European gastronomic heritage

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament calls on Member States and the Commission to develop the cultural and educational aspects of European gastronomic traditions and to foster eating habits which maintain consumer health, further the variety of European cultures and promote the regions.

Parliament recommends to the Commission to include European gastronomy in its cultural and education programmes, in order to allow for exchanges of information and practices, encourage intercultural exchanges and promote high-quality training and mobility for gastronomy professionals.

It calls upon Member States to teach nutrition and healthy eating at school; to make teachers sensitive to the subject of healthy eating habits; and to ban junk food from schools. The report also refers to more general consumer and health issues, such as advertising and labelling of food products or the problems related to obesity and eating disorders.

Parliament calls on Member States to promote the diverse culinary traditions and to preserve them as part of the wider European cultural heritage. It welcomes the "slow food" movement and underlines the importance of foodstuff as cultural export goods. It also calls for sustainable and varied European food production of high quality.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission fully agrees with Parliament that it is important to preserve and promote the European gastronomic heritage.

Educational projects in the fields of culinary training, gastronomy and nutrition are eligible under the Erasmus+ programme. Transnational cooperation projects in the field of school education, vocational training or university education can involve educational institutions, public authorities and other bodies active in the relevant fields; they can cover a wide variety of activities, such as exchanges of good practices, development of innovative curricula or teaching methods as well as mobility and apprenticeships.

Education and training systems and the content of teaching remain the sole responsibility of Member States. Through the Open Method of Coordination, the Commission supports Member States in their efforts to modernise their education systems. Health and nutrition education form part of the general efforts undertaken by Member States to improve the teaching of science in real-life contexts.

The Creative Europe programme supports cultural cooperation projects in the field of cultural heritage. Projects on gastronomic heritage, an integral part of cultural heritage, are thus eligible under the programme. The programme also supports special actions and initiatives which could specifically relate to gastronomic heritage, such as the European Heritage Days – which is a joint action with the Council of Europe –, the European Heritage Label and the European Capitals of Culture. Furthermore, cultural heritage projects can be integrated into the local and regional strategies supported through the European Structural and Investments Funds.

Food labelling is regulated by Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food information to consumers, which also includes provisions on mandatory nutrition labelling; it will fully enter into force by 13 December 2016. With regard to information for consumers on non-pre-packed foods, such as the ones provided by caterers, the Regulation allows for operators to use and Member States to recommend or legislate on such information.

The use of health claims made on foods in the EU market is governed by Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006. The aim of this Regulation is to do away with misleading claims on foods by prohibiting health claims on food unless they are authorised, based on generally accepted scientific evidence and well understood by the average consumer.
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