
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2013 progress report on Turkey, adopted by the Commission on 25 June 2014
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0241/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0235

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2014

4.
Subject: 2013 progress report on Turkey

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution underlines the importance of EU-Turkey ties; it notes the transformative power of accession negotiations and stresses the importance of close dialogue and cooperation between Turkey and the EU on the reform process. The resolution is very critical though on Turkey's recent developments in areas of importance with regard to political criteria. It expresses strong concerns inter alia with regard to the follow-up on allegations of high-level corruption, suspension of the work on the new constitution, legislative changes negatively affecting the independence of the judiciary and the freedom of expression, and the excessive use of force by the police.

It lists the main reform challenges for Turkey, including ensuring greater accountability and transparency in the Turkish administration and the promotion of dialogue across the political spectrum and in society, full respect for fundamental rights, the rule of law and separation of powers, as well as ensuring an impartial and independent judiciary.

The resolution welcomes the signing of the EU-Turkey readmission agreement and the initiation of the visa dialogue. It calls on Turkey and on the Commission to make substantial progress on visa liberalisation, and to provide full support to Turkey for the implementation of the readmission agreement.

In light of the concerns over the recent legislative changes, the resolution calls on Turkey to consult closely with the European Commission and the Venice Commission and to revise the new law on the High Council of Judges and Prosecutors in accordance with their recommendations.

The resolution points out the importance of delivering to Turkey the official benchmarks for the opening of Chapters 23 and 24 of the accession negotiations, and calls on the Council to make renewed efforts for the delivery of these benchmarks and ultimately for the opening of Chapters 23 and 24. It calls on the Commission to promote dialogue and cooperation with Turkey in the fields of the judiciary and fundamental rights and of justice and home affairs in the framework of the Positive Agenda.

The resolution calls on the Turkish authorities and on the Commission to cooperate closely on assessing which Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) programmes could be used to promote sustainable development in the South-East in the framework of negotiations on Chapter 22.

The resolution mentions Turkey’s strategic role as an energy hub and source of plentiful renewable energy resources, and asks the Commission to prioritise financing in favour of renewable energy projects, the energy grid and interconnectivity in Turkey.

Finally, the resolution welcomes Turkey’s commitment to the provision of humanitarian assistance to almost one million Syrian refugees; and asks the Commission, the Member States and the international community to cooperate closely with Turkey on providing assistance to the refugee population.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
· Visa dialogue and the implementation of the readmission agreement: The Commission and Turkey cooperate closely in the framework of the visa liberalisation dialogue, the first phase focusing on determining Turkey's initial level of fulfilment of the visa benchmarks. The Commission is ready to provide support to Turkey for the implementation of the readmission agreement after it enters into force. The Joint Readmission Committee between the Commission and Turkey will be set up to monitor and discuss the implementation of the agreement. Under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), the EU already provides considerable assistance to Turkey in the area of home affairs. This sector is also expected to be a priority sector under IPA II.

· Close consultation with the European Commission and the Venice Commission to revise the new law on the High Council of Judges and Prosecutors: The Commission has repeatedly underlined its readiness to provide advice to the Turkish government in order to ensure that new laws are in line with European standards. The Commission is planning a peer assessment mission in the first half of 2014 to evaluate the impact of the new law on the High Council of Judges and Prosecutors and its implementation on the administration of justice in the country.

· Promotion of dialogue and cooperation with Turkey on the judiciary and fundamental rights and on justice and home affairs in the framework of the Positive Agenda: The Commission has repeatedly underlined the importance of delivering the opening benchmarks for chapter 23 (Judiciary and fundamental rights) and stressed that it would continue urging the Council to formulate these benchmarks. The Commission is ready to engage closely with Turkey through the working group on chapter 23 established under the positive agenda. As regards chapter 24 (Justice, freedom and security), close cooperation on the alignment with the acquis in this area takes place in the framework of the visa liberalisation dialogue.

· Promotion of sustainable development in the south-east under IPA: the Commission and Turkey are discussing this issue in the framework of the programming under IPA II.

· Prioritising financing in the area of energy: IPA II is expected to provide support in the area of energy, inter alia focusing on further integration with the EU internal electricity and gas markets, as well as increased efficiency in energy use and promotion of renewables, following closely the EU 2020 targets.

· Cooperating with Turkey on providing assistance to the refugee population: The EU is the largest donor in the Syria crisis; its commitment reached €2.2 billion. The distribution of this amount is done on the basis of a needs assessment. Turkey is supported with a package of €43 million.
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