Follow up to the European Parliament recommendation to the Council, the Commission and the European External Action Service on the role of broadcasting media in projecting the EU and its values, adopted by the Commission on 15 July 2014
1.
Rapporteur: Graham WATSON (ALDE/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0248/2014 / P7_TA-PROV(2014)0260
3.
Date of adoption of the recommendation: 2 April 2014

4.
Subject: Role of broadcasting media in projecting the EU and its values
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the recommendation and requests made in it:
The recommendation highlights the importance of free European media, and in particular of financially sustainable and independent public service broadcasting, in promoting EU democratic values and informing the public about policies and goals in the sphere of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP). It promotes the establishment of a coherent and robust EU media broadcasting strategy in the context of the EU’s external relations as an integrated tool of the CFSP. In this context, it invites the Commission and the EEAS to define a specific approach to European broadcasting media, and it highlights the important role Euronews can play in stimulating debate on Europe both within and outside the EU, and the need to preserve its editorial independence, ensure it has the means to continue to operate in various languages and provide training opportunities for journalists on European issues, and strengthen it financially and structurally. The European Parliament recommends also that direct EU funding be provided to broadcasters promoting EU values and work in accordance with the highest standards of journalistic independence, accuracy and sustainability and that the EU promotes the creation of an enabling media environment in third countries; that a reflection process be launched at EU level to establish a worldwide European radio service; and that issues of restrictions of media freedom be systematically raised in dialogues with third countries.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

1 (a) and (b): The European Commission and the European External Action Service agree that a free media is a vital component in upholding and strengthening democracy and human rights in the EU and throughout the world. Preserving the independence of the media must remain paramount, as must the competence of EU Member States to set media laws for their respective countries.

1 (d): Euronews, as the only channel reporting news with a European perspective, is essential in informing citizens on European affairs and stimulating the debate on Europe. Moreover, it has played and continues to play a key role in the EU's public diplomacy efforts, notably through its service in Arabic, and its Farsi service, at a time when the EU is leading international negotiations with Iran on behalf of the international community.

1 (b), (c), (e) and (f): The Commission and the EEAS are willing to look into possible ways of building on the recommended approach, based on a thorough analysis of media landscapes.

1 (g): The European Union attaches great importance to the freedom of the media in its relations with third countries. Related issues are systematically addressed, whenever relevant, in EU human rights dialogues with third countries as well in bilateral political meetings.
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