Follow-up to the European Parliament decision on the modification of the Interinstitutional Agreement on the Transparency Register, adopted by the Commission on 15 July 2014
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6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the decision and requests made in it:
This decision recommends approving the revised Interinstitutional Agreement on the Transparency Register (approved by the plenary on 15 April 2014). In the Decision, the European Parliament regrets, however, that the negotiations on the revised Agreement did not result in a mandatory Register and, as in the past, calls upon the Commission to introduce such a mandatory system in the future. The requests for action contained in the Decision target the Commission and the Joint Transparency Register Secretariat, but also certain practices in the Parliament itself. As far as the Commission is concerned, the demands go partially beyond the provisions of the Agreement, in particular with regard to incentives and reporting. These demands should be seen in the framework of continuous improvement that is inherent to the operation of the Transparency Register. The Commission's position on them is set out below.

Concerning the participation of the Council in the scheme, the Parliament recognises the role played by Council since the establishment of the Register and reiterates its call to the Council to join the scheme as soon as possible.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Responding to the call on the Commission to establish a mandatory register in the future (points 3 and 4 of the Decision), the Commission is of the opinion that the voluntary approach has brought tangible and substantial results as demonstrated by the high and growing number of registrants (over 6,600 currently), and that the revised Interinstitutional Agreement (IIA) should be properly implemented along with the reinforced incentives for registration. The Commission will re-evaluate the situation in the context of the next review foreseen for 2017.

With regard to carrying out a public consultation at the time of the next review of the Transparency Register (point 6), the Commission recalls that an online stakeholder consultation was launched in 2012 laying the foundations of the subsequent review process. The Commission is committed to repeating this well established good practice in stakeholder relations at the time of the next review.

In relation to introducing stronger incentives for registrants (point 15) and reporting on the functioning of the system (point 22), the Commission will give effect to the incentives referred to in paragraph 30 of the revised Agreement and in point 15 of the Parliament's Decision.

In this context, the Commission recalls its obligations under Article 11 TEU to "maintain an open, transparent and regular dialogue with representative associations and civil society."

On the issue of finding practical solutions enabling law firms to register (point 17), the Commission highlights that the new Agreement stipulates clearly which activities are exempted and which are covered by the scope of the Register. Consultations with the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) have indicated that CCBE is open to enter into discussions with the Institutions in order to find workable solutions so that a broad range of lawyers can sign up to the Register. The Joint Transparency Register Secretariat (JTRS) will follow up on this issue as required.

Finally, the Commission undertakes to monitor the proper implementation of the modified agreement (point 27) mainly through the role and activities of the JTRS supporting the operation of the Transparency Register.
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